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With the final stepping
stone to the real world ahead
of them, thousands of graduates sat amongst a sea of red
stoles and decorated caps at
this year’s commencement. In
order to prepare for the moment their college careers
would come to an end, the
soon-to-be alumni listened
carefully to the words of wisdom each speaker had to offer.
Though every individual to
take the stage possessed priceless advice for the graduates,
one stood out from the rest: this
year’s commencement speaker,
Chief Justice of the New Jersey
Supreme Court, Stuart J. Rabner.
Perhaps the most notable of
the ceremony, the Chief Justice
himself was extremely humbled to be selected to speak
at such a momentous occasion. “I felt greatly honored,”
said Rabner. “Montclair has
a wonderful reputation, terrific faculty and student body.”
Since his invitation, Chief Jus-

In addition to the reported
death toll of over 7,500 victims,
the recent 7.8-magnitude earthquake in Nepal came with affects that hit close to home. Meredith Gaito, a recent graduate of
Montclair State University’s film
program, was leading a team
chronicling British climber Nick
Talbot’s inspirational journey
to the top of Mount Everest in
Nepal when this natural disaster struck and altered her plans.
“Last year, I was procrastinating on some of my final
papers and I saw a link on
Facebook about a man with
cystic fibrosis who was trying to climb Mount Everest. I
have cystic fibrosis too, so obviously I was intrigued,” Gaito
said in an interview for NJ.com.
With the slogan “CF vs.
Everest,” Gaito and Talbot collaborated to acquire funds both
for the trip and the documentary. After assembling a film
crew—which included two of
Gaito’s former classmates at

Speaker continued on Page 3

It’s “out with the old and in with the new” for MSU’s Class of 2015.
Megan Spinelli
Staff Writer
Proud family and friends filed
into the hot stands of Sprague
Field, fanning themselves with
programs and drinking complimentary bottles of water
for the College of Education
and Human Services Convocation on Sunday at 2 p.m.

Students Pose to
Promote Exhibition

The university censored the near-nude picture
announcing a student thesis exhibition (left)
and a replacement photo was taken (right).
Catherine Baxter
Former Editor-in-Chief
The month of May is usually full of celebration, senior
recitals and showcases, but one
group of students felt “censored” after they were stopped
from using a non-traditional
picture to advertise a showcase.
Every year, the graduating
BFA class is asked to take a picture to announce their end-ofyear exhibition, which this year
took place after the College of
the Arts convocation ceremony
on May 18. However, the seniors received a notice from
Dean Daniel Gurskis’ office
from the College of the Arts,
stating that they were not permitted to put their photograph

After the stands were packed
with smiling supporters of the
581 candidates, the graduating students started to walk
in, line by line. Black robes
and red stoles reading “Montclair State University” filled
the seats in front of the stage as
George Frederic’s “Water Music” played in the background.
“It was weird to think that

Photo courtesy of Gennadi Novash.
four years came down to this
moment,” said Mike Mazza, a
graduating Family and Child
Studies major. “It felt great
to walk down to the field
to hear everyone cheering.”
Elaine Marie Thoman sang
the National Anthem before acting Dean Tamara F. Lucas took
to the podium to begin the cerConvocation continued on Page 2

Nepal continued on Page 3

Relay for Life: Raising
Awareness for Research

Photos courtesy of
Dolce Romero (left) &
montclair.edu (right).

on the university’s website.
“They contacted our professor Catherine Bebout and
we were carbon copied to the
stream that Dean Gurskis did
not want to use the image on
the Montclair State University
website to announce our Thesis
exhibition,” said BFA graduating senior Dulce Avila Romero.
The original photograph
was of BFA seniors Romero,
Stephen Saliba, Maxwell Mittman, Tyler Babey and Alicia
Ferreira posing nude, but behind art pieces they’ve spent the
year working on. According to
Romero, they were influenced
by renowned photographer
Richard Alvedon’s Factory
Exhibition continued on Page 4

MSU hosted annual Relay to raise awareness and funds to fight cancer.

Claire Fishman | The Montclarion

Relay for Life is a community-based fundraising event
that takes place all over the
globe and is an annual event
organized by volunteers at
Montclair State University.
The goal of the event is to raise
awareness of how cancer affects peoples lives, celebrate
and honor those who have
battled cancer and raise money for future cancer research.
The event lasted for 12 hours
and took place in Yogi Berra
Stadium on campus. It started
at 4 p.m. on Friday, May 1, and
concluded at 4 a.m. on May 2.

To participate in the event, students had to sign up as a team
with a minimum of two students and each member would
fundraise as much as they could
before the overnight event took
place. The event had games and
entertainment along with different types of ceremonies to honor
those who have beaten cancer
and remember those who have
lost their lives to this disease.
Relay for Life is both a practical fundraiser and a symbolic event. Along with all the
games, entertainment and food
provided, each team had to
have at least one member constantly walking on the track
as a reminder that cancer is a

serious issue at all times, regardless of anyone’s individual
circumstances and that people
need to be proactive until we
find a cure for the disease.
This year, Relay partnered
with Yogi Berra Stadium to hold
the event in a more accommodating space for the large amount
of participants. According to
Marissa Galley, a junior Family
and Child Studies major, “This
is MSU’s biggest Relay For Life
event to date. The location being at Yogi Berra Stadium was
definitely a part of it’s big success this year.” The size of the
location allowed the organizers

Natalie Smyth
Staff Writer

Relay continued on Page 4
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There is probably one
thing on every student’s
mind right now: finals.

On Thursday, Feb. 26, the
Class IV Student Government Association organization Students for Justice in
Palestine extended an email
invitation to other student
organizations to join them at
their event, The Activist and
the Professor, which took
place on Monday, March 2

See the results of every
Montclair State team this
year.
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The University revealed significant progress on the two newest buildings.
Pictured above is the new Center for Environmental and Life Sciences.
Deanna Rosa
News Editor
With construction on the two
newest buildings on campus
coming to a close, the University
offered a set of exclusive tours on
Thursday, April 30 and Friday,
May 1 to give students the first
look at the finished products.
Equipped with hard hats and
safety goggles, a select number
of students were able to explore
the high tech, state-of-the-art
facilities in the new School of
Business building (SBUS) and
the Center for Environmental and Life Sciences (CELS).
The new School of Business building, a $66-million
project located between University and Dickson Halls, will
provide the necessary tools to
serve both the campus community and the entire state of New
Jersey. The 143,000-square-foot
building features 29 high-tech
classrooms, a 150-seat lecture hall, a trading floor, three
technology learning centers, a
technology-based financial resource center, seventeen group
study rooms and four seminar
rooms. In addition, SBUS will
house the Feliciano Center for
Entrepreneurship and expedite partnerships with the surrounding business community.
“With the new School of Business building, Montclair State
will be ideally positioned to
serve the citizens of New Jersey
and the surrounding region,”
stated Elrie LaBrent Chrite,
Dean of the School of Business.
The new Center for Environmental and Life Sciences,
a 107,500-square-foot building located next to Richardson
Hall, will facilitate research in
new programs such as sustainability science, pharmaceuti-

cal biochemistry and medicinal chemistry. Additionally,
CELS will provide support and
tools for biological, computing and mathematical sciences.
The University has projected
a 50 percent increase in its research infrastructure as a result
of the seven trans-disciplinary
research labs, six core research
labs, 150-seat lecture hall, one
electron microscopy suite, one

“The Center for
Environmental and
Life Sciences’ cutting-edge research
facilities will attract
top STEM students
and faculty who
otherwise might
have left the state.”
-Dean Robert Prezant,
College of Science
and Mathematics
nuclear magnetic resonance
suite and one vivarium housed
in this building. These advanced
facilities allow for collaborative
research and industry partnerships with various institutes. As
a result, the Center will accommodate the University’s Sokol
Institute for the Pharmaceutical Life Sciences, PSE&G Institute for Sustainability Studies and Passaic River Institute.
“The Center for Environmental and Life Sciences’ cutting-edge research facilities will
attract top STEM students and
faculty who otherwise might

Photo courtesy of
Mike Peters.
have left the state,” stated Robert Prezant, Dean of the College
of Science and Mathematics.
According to President Susan Cole, both projects have remained completely on time and
on budget throughout the entire
process. Faculty and staff will
be moving in over the summer
and classes will be held in the
new buildings this coming fall
semester. While these two major additions are near completion, construction on campus
will continue with a few other
pending projects. President
Cole provided some insight
into the purpose and progress
of these remaining ventures.
Work on the new School
of Communication and Media, extending between Moorhead and Life Halls, will begin
soon. According to the university website, this building will
include 115 computer editing
stations, two broadcasting studios, a human-factors research
lab, a professionally equipped
newsroom, six editing studios
and one video and editing
lab. In addition to providing a
world-class learning and networking center for students
and faculty, the 60,000-squarefoot facility will hold the Center for Cooperative Media.
Additionally, as many commuter students may have noticed, construction is under
way in the building next to
Lot 60. Upon its completion
this building will house facilities for the clinical programs
of the Psychology Department.
With many projects being completed and several
more on the horizon, the University is constantly working
toward
improvement
and expansion for current
and future Red Hawks alike.

Convocation: Graduates Begin a New Chapter
Continued from page 1

emony. First, she congratulated
the students on their hard work
in order to serve and educate
the community. The graduates
proudly stood up and faced the
stands as the crowd applauded.
They waved with big smiles on
their faces, looking for their families and friends in the crowd.
“It was hard to see my
family in the bleachers since
it was so crowded,” Jamie
Spinelli, a graduating Nutrition major, said. “But once
I found them it was cool to
wave and see them up there.”
Lucas then thanked those
in the stands for supporting the
students in their undergraduate education before introducing University President Susan
A. Cole, who congratulated
the students and addressed the
crowd. She then introduced the
Distinguished Alumni Award
recipient, Estela Bensimon.
Bensimon is an alumni of Montclair State University who received her BA in Spanish in
1970 and an MA in Student
Personnel Services in 1971 before continuing her higher education from the Teachers College at Columbia University.

Bensimon stood at the podium for the keynote address
in which she encouraged the
graduates with her impressive
educational history and got
some laughs when discussing
MSU’s former tuition of $75.
After Bensimon, senior Robert Anthony Blanco took the
stage on behalf of the graduating class. He discussed the
many opportunities he has had
at MSU including a trip to Nicaragua. He then quoted George
Washington Carver and congratulated his fellow graduates.
The recognition of the candidates began and students
lined up at the stage according
to their major. As their names
were read, they shook the
hands of many distinguished
individuals and proceeded to
exit the stage. Some jumped
up and down, throwing a celebratory fist in the air while
others waved to their guests.
“As I walked up and heard
my name being called, I felt relieved, accomplished and nervous about this chapter of my life
coming to an end,” Mazza said.
Kelly McGowan, another
Family and Child Studies ma-

jor, was excited to end this chapter with her friends by her side.
“It was really cool to sit
with and stand behind my
friends and hear their names
and then to hear mine,” McGowan said. “It was nice to
see how far my friends and I
came since freshman year.”
In addition to reading the
candidates’ names, the cum
laude, magna cum laude and
summa cum laude honors given
to those with high cumulative GPAs were read aloud.
“It was also really cool
to hear them say cum
laude,”
McGowan
said.
After closing remarks
from Lucas, the Class of
2015 walked off the field.
The graduates then greeted
their guests in the parking lot
where they received flowers
and took pictures with family
and friends. Their degrees were
later conferred at the Commencement ceremony at the
Prudential Center in Newark on
Wednesday, May 20, where all
family, friends and guests were
welcome to attend and celebrate.

themontclarion.org

Panel Discusses ‘Why Learn?’

Faculty and students opened discussion
about the purpose of education.
Megan Spinelli
Staff Writer
Students and faculty gathered in Brantl Lecture Hall in
Dickson Hall on Wednesday,
April 29, where the Institute
for the Humanities hosted a
cross-campus
inter-college
panel discussion asking the
question, “Why learn? To
make a living or make a life?”
Each faculty representative was given five minutes
to address the question. Up
first was Dr. Mark Hardy
from the College of the Arts.
To him, making a life wins,
especially for those who
choose his respective college.
“Most foolish people who
enter the performing arts do it
out of some insane passion,”
Hardy said, before explaining
that students in the arts have
to be a little bit crazy, with
passionate reasons rather than
rational ones. But to live, regardless of career, one must
do two things: create a living and then find some way
to support a creative life. “We
are always at war with these
two polarities,” said Hardy.
Next to speak was Dr.
Maughn Gregory from the College of Education and Human
Services. Accompanying his
speech was a PowerPoint listing some goals of education:
making the most of one’s tal-

Photo courtesy of
Joanna Madloch.

ents, living meaningfully and
getting a job were among them.
“Some of these different
goals reinforce each other, but
others undermine each other,”
Gregory said. He said the one
that conflicts with the others
is getting a job. If one solely
focuses on this goal, he or
she will ignore all of the rest.
Dr. Naomi Liebler from
the
English
department,
speaking for the College of
Humanities and Social Sciences, then took the floor.
Liebler discussed the credential one receives after graduating, describing it as a “coupon
you can turn in for employment.” She did not deny the
importance of this credential, but stressed how crucial
it is to have more than that.
“We need to think of information as a tool,” Liebler said.
She then expressed her love for
William Shakespeare and explained how he didn’t make it
past the sixth grade, but managed to affect so many people.
Just as Liebler raved about
Shakespeare, the next to
speak, Dr. Scott Kight, a biology professor from the College of Science and Mathematics, raved about salamanders.
“Forget humans. Let’s talk about
salamanders,” Kight joked. The
living world shapes learning
and salamanders prove this by
learning to make a living. A

Students Complain
About Dining
Alexandra Clark
Contributing Writer
Students at Montclair
State often complain about
the quality of service they
receive at campus eateries.
“Workers are always
on their phones in Sam’s
[Place],” said Casey Owens,
a freshman Television and
Digital Media major. “You
shouldn’t be paid for that.”
Other students say it is
the lack of employee concern for students’ needs
that is the most concerning.
Katie Fierro, a sophomore,
said students with health concerns and food preferences
shouldn’t feel intimidated
about speaking up. “I ordered
my omelet and without me telling [the employee] to do this,
she added a whole slab of butter on the griddle instead of using the vegetable spray right
next to the butter,” said Fierro,
who has special dietary needs.
“When I told her I didn’t want
the butter, she gave me a dirty
look and barely scraped it off.”
Social media sites have been
full of students voicing their
complaints. The Twitter handle
@montclairprobs is popular
among Montclair State students.
For example, @kmil201 recently tweeted, “@montclairprobs some of these people at
[Sam’s Place] serve you like
this is a jail house!” Another
student, @AllisonSweens recently tweeted, “Glad I just
got scolded like a two year
old for taking half a wrap out
of [Sam’s] @montclairprobs.”
Joe Ponteliona, the Director of Operations of Chartwells
at MSU, said that they take student complaints seriously and
that food service employees

go through a specific training
regimen once they are hired.
Prior to their addition to the
payroll, potential employees
are interviewed by the unit
manager. From there, references are verified and a background check is completed.
“During the semester, there
are approximately 325 hourly
associates, 25 student workers,
40 supervisors and 20 managers
working across campus in our
dining venues,” said Ponteliona.
While students are away on
breaks, employees are put
through more extensive training including segments featuring health and safety concerns
and customer service, he added.
Complaints are gathered in the
marketing department and sorted through, according to Ponteliona. “We take complaints very
seriously and deal with them
as quickly as possible,” he said.
“The guest with the complaint
will be contacted personally
and may be asked for further
information so we can better
understand the issue at hand.
We take that information and
act appropriately to ensure that
the issue doesn’t occur again.”
Chartwells welcomes feedback from students. “We offer
several mediums for our guests
to easily reach us, including social media, our DineonCampus website, text2solve
and also comment cards,” he
said. “We welcome any feedback that they can give us.”
Many students said they
thought the key to improving
service
on
campus
was better management of
the food service workers.
“Einstein’s Bagels has good service,” said Owens. “The manager is always making sure people are doing the right thing.”

picture of Charles Darwin appeared on the screen. Darwin
didn’t have to work because he
had rich parents and because
of this he was able to make
a life and do what he loved.
“After you’re done surviving and reproducing, you get
to make a life,” Kight said. “No
matter how many of us struggle a little bit, we’re immensely
wealthy and we’re privileged
that we get to make such a life.”
Last to speak was Dr. Nicole
Bryan from the School of Business. She explained the public self versus the private self.
“People question: does it make
sense to be socially responsible
in your business or is that separate?” Bryan said. But, in her
opinion, the private self always
has a way of coming out. She
also discussed learning as a
discovery process. “My hope is
that it will make someone more
satisfied with life,” she said.
The question and answer
portion followed. An audience
member asked Bryan how she
convinces Business students to
think about things other than
just making a living and that got
all of the representatives talking.
Bryan discussed how diversity
of thought is important; Hardy
agreed, also stressing how a
student with enormous collaborative skills is more appealing than one with just one skill.
Kight explained how he used
to question why he had to
take certain classes in college, but now understands.
“As a person who’s making a life, it speaks to a deeper level,” Kight said. “I embrace those topics when
I’m not making a living.”
Throughout their discussions, all five representatives
mentioned the importance
of making a life, even if it
means making a living first,
and they hope students will
embrace learning and living.

The Montclarion • May 20, 2015 • PAGE 3

Nepal: MSU Film Program
Graduates Survive Earthquake
Continued from page 1

Montclair State, Sierra Johansen and Mike Pacyna—and
a 17-member trekking group
called “Jagged Globe,” the
team embarked on their journey without the slightest notion
of the disaster awaiting them.
When the earthquake and
resulting avalanche hit on Saturday, April 25, Talbot was
in the Pumori Advanced Base
Camp. He suffered a few broken ribs and contracted hypothermia as a result of the
disaster and was airlifted to
a hospital in Kathmandu.

statement on their website regarding this tragedy: “It is
with the greatest sorrow that
we report the death of one of
our Everest team members,
Daniel Fredinburg. Two other
team members have non-life
threatening injuries, as a result
of the avalanche that struck
base camp during the earthquake and its aftershock. They
are being looked after in base
camp. All Sherpas and other
team members are uninjured
and are safe in base camp or
in Gorak Shep, a nearby clus-

“Last year, I was procrastinating on
some of my final papers, and I saw a
link on Facebook about a man with
cystic fibrosis who was trying to climb
Mount Everest. I have cystic fibrosis
too, so obviously I was intrigued.”
-Meredith Gaito,
MSU Film Program Graduate
In a tweet on April 26,
Talbot stated, “Tough 48
hours after earthquake tsunami of snow, rock and ice hit
base camp. Bruised, battered
and lucky to be here; thanks
for all the kind messages.”
Although the film crew
remained unscathed and the
subject of the documentary
survived with minimal damage, one unfortunate member
of the group was added to the
death toll of the earthquake.
Daniel Fredinburg, a Google
executive and a part of the CF
vs. Everest team, reportedly
suffered a fatal head injury.
Jagged Globe released a

ter of tea houses and lodges.
Our thoughts and prayers go
out to Dan’s family and friends
whilst we pray too for all those
who have lost their lives in one
of the greatest tragedies ever
to hit this Himalayan nation.”
Even with this major setback, Gaito hopes that work
on the documentary will resume once Talbot and the rest
of the team has recuperated.
This unexpected tragedy will
serve as part of the story as
the team continues to work
toward their goal of raising
money and awareness for the
fight against cystic fibrosis.

Speaker: Rabner Discusses Speech Preparation
Continued from page 1

Chief Justice Rabner shared pre-Commencement thoughts about speaking.
tice Rabner had been consistently working towards improving
his overall speech and ensuring
its positive message as well as
its relevance to his audience.
“Since I was invited, I had been
thinking about this on a regular
basis,” said Rabner, “in part, because of the challenge of trying
to offer very brief remarks that
hopefully will have some meaning for those in attendance.”
To prepare for the occasion,
Rabner had read through various forms of literature including
quotes, excerpts and - of course
- speeches. “[I had] been doing a
fair amount of reading and setting aside of things,” said Rabner. “When I [came] up with a
thought, [I] put it in a folder and
[went over it] again and again;
so [it was] an ongoing process.”
Unlike others who write
out their whole speeches, the
Chief Justice only constructed a
simple outline of the speech he
hoped to deliver at the ceremony. From his experiences of presenting cases in the court room
and addressing larger groups

of individuals on a regular basis, Rabner found that the best
speeches are those delivered in
the spur of the moment rather
than those that are rehearsed.
“At the end of the day, no
matter what I read from others,
you’re always best speaking in
your own voice,” said Rabner. At
the end of the process, the Chief
Justice hoped to have a “very
good outline that [he] could rely
on when [he offered] remarks
at
Commencement
itself.”
At the same time, the Chief
Justice had incorporated both
his background as well as his
experience into the speech.
Upon his graduation from
Princeton University, Harvard
Law School and Woodrow
Wilson School of Public and
International Affairs, Rabner
noted that he did not so much
remember the words of his
own commencement speakers.
“I cannot remember who
spoke at my college or law school
graduation and I don’t believe
my graduating class would
credit the speaker for whatever

Photo courtesy of montclair.edu.
they’ve accomplished or didn’t
accomplish in life,” said Rabner.
“So, [I tried] to take that healthy
perspective with me when I
[thought] about the impact that
a few moments of speaking to a
graduating class [would] have.”
For this reason, the Chief
Justice had hoped to keep his
remarks brief and to-the-point
so that the graduates could celebrate their achievement sooner
rather than later. “It’s a time for
celebration, first and foremost,
for everyone who’s reached
this milestone,” said Rabner.
“It’s a time for a little bit of selfreflection on the part of those
who are graduating and, maybe, just a little bit of advice.”
The speech Chief Justice
Rabner delivered on the day
of Commencement certainly
lived up to the expectations of
those in attendance including
administration, graduates, family and friends alike. Of course,
his words will definitely be remembered in years to come.

themontclarion.org
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Flipping Through the Past: A Year in Review
Jayna Gugliucci
Managing Editor

Chartwells Comes to Campus

Over the summer, Montclair State said farewell to its
former food provider, Sodexo,
and gave a warm welcome to
Chartwells. Remodeling several
dining locations on campus,
most notably installing Chili’s
and Which Wich in Blanton
Plaza as well as renovating the
C-Store in the Student Center,
the dining service truly made
its presence known. Although
the lines for these vendors
stretched for hours, students
continued to line-up eagerly in
hopes of trying the new cuisine
Chartwells had to offer. Strolling across campus with brown
paper bags and slushies inhand, students appeared more
than satisfied with the switch.

Signs of a new food contract are evident
throughout campus.

Snow Consumes Campus...
and Everything Else

Photo courtesy of
Mike Peters.

Buildings Rise into the Sky

Construction finished up for the two
new buildings on campus.

Photo courtesy of
Mike Peters.

Though the sound of hammers and drills could be heard
throughout the year, the construction on campus has finally
drawn to a close. In fact, the university expects its new School
of Business as well as Center
for Environmental and Life Sciences to be open for the upcoming semester. With grand entry
ways, state-of-the-art equipment and fully furbished classrooms, the new buildings will
certainly meet the expectations
of eager community members
as well as help to draw even
more students to the campus itself. While these projects appear
finished, the School of Communication will be breaking
ground on its new facility soon.

The university community made it through
yet another long and snowy winter.
If you ask Montclair State
students, this winter can surely
join the list of the harshest on
record. As freezing temperatures and unrelenting snow
came to campus, the university continued to face the issue
of deciding whether or not to
operate on a normal schedule.
While most professors made
the decision on their own, the

Photo courtesy of
Mike Peters.

safety of students was evidently
considered in each storm - both
in a physical as well as educational sense. Though the snow
of the past winter appeared to
be the end of the terrible storms
for a while, students should
probably stock up on heavy
jackets and hot chocolate as
they prepare for next semester.

Cirque du SGA: Spring Week
Circus Spectacular

Rocky’s Campfire Tales: Myths and Legends

With an autumn chill in the
air, the semester started out
like any other, except for the
appearance of a few mystical
creatures on campus. Though
these hauntings were not real,
the amount of spirit the SGA
and SLAM worked to create
with their week full of events
in celebration of homecoming
definitely was. The theme this
year was Rocky’s Campfire
Tales. A good time was had by
many students in attendance,
from the Royal Talent Show
to Twin Toilet Bowl races and
free T-shirts were given out all
around. The organizations certainly made the beginning of
the semester quite memorable.

With the warm weather came the SGA’s
annual year-end week of activities.

Students and alumni alike gathered to
celebrate Homecoming 2014.

Photo courtesy of
Mike Peters.

Exhibition: Graduating Students Denied
Self-Expression on University Website
Continued from page 1

photographs and wanted to
re-create them with each other.
“Instead of being completely
nude, we decided to hold up
pieces of our art that we have
been working on,” said Romero. “We chose to do so because
it is for our show and it is also
symbolic of how our art protects us while also making us
vulnerable to an audience.”
According to Romero, the students felt that the Dean’s office
was trying to censor their photo, but Dean Gurskis assured
the students that this was not
the case. “In the University, and
specifically here in [the College
of the Arts], we are very much
against any kind of suppression
of information or censorship.
If you went to see Hair, you
would have heard some interesting, provocative language.
In the BFA show in the gallery,
they are free to do whatever
they want. The President supports this and I support this.”
Dean Gurskis explained
that the distinction lies in what
gets posted on the university’s
website. “If they wanted to put
that in the gallery as part of the
show they could do that, but
the university is under no obligation to put anything on its
website,” said Dean Gurskis.

When it comes to web content, the Office of Advancement
can accept or reject anything
for any reason. The university
website is different because
it is a communication tool for
the university. “The photo that
they wanted to use for pub-

“It was a
collective idea to
recreate Avedon’s
photograph and
there is meaning
behind it. Students
should be allowed
to express
themselves.”

-Dulce Avila Romero,
BFA Graduating Senior
licity is not protected speech
in that situation,” said Dean
Gurskis. “We felt it was not
appropriate for the branding
of the university and that’s really what the website is for.”
The graduating class was

not given any specific guidelines for the photograph beforehand. According to Romero,
a BFA photography student
usually takes the photograph,
but this year a faculty member
took the photo. Additionally,
the students had support of
taking the photo from Catherine Bebout (head of BFA/BA
and Printmaking Department),
Julie Heffernan (BFA Advisor and Painting Department
Head), Klaus Schnitzer (Photography Department Head)
and several MFA students.
According to Dean Gurskis, there haven’t been
guidelines in the past since
there has never been a sensitive issue like this one.
The BFA students took another photo to replace the original, but still feel that they were
slighted for not being able to
use their original idea. “We do
not understand why it was censored because any ‘offensive’
body part was covered,” said
Romero. “It was a collective
idea to recreate Avedon’s photograph and there is meaning
behind it. Students should be allowed to express themselves. It
is not the first time the Art and
Design department has seen a
photograph of someone nude.”

With the warmer weather
finally coming to campus, students eagerly took to the Student
Center Quad for sporting activities as well as study sessions. To
embrace such a change of pace,
the SGA and SLAM offered a
week of circus-themed events
in their annual Spring Week
celebration. Entitled Cirque du

Photo courtesy of
Mike Peters.

SGA, the variety of programs
offered to students included
a mock carnival, headphone
disco and blacklight miniature
golf. While free t-shirts seemed
to be the highlight of the week,
NeYo’s performance at Montclair Fest as well as the paint
party known as M-Glow may
have truly stolen the spotlight.

Relay: Raising Funds
to Fight Against Cancer

Continued from page 1

to have limbo, yoga, coconut
bowling and dodgeball, along
with other events that would be
impossible in a smaller venue.
The theme they chose this
year was luau and the event
brought out over 800 MSU
students and a little over 200
outside members of the community. As of Tuesday, May 5,
the total amount of donations
raised for cancer research was
$50,803.10, and donations are
currently still being accepted.

ers and made all the necessary
preparations for the event.
In one of the most well-known
parts of the event, the organizers held a silent lap around
the track for the luminary ceremony. At that time, speakers
Mark Fontanella and Gabrielle
Menna talked about their experiences with cancer. Both Fontanella and Menna took care of a
loved one suffering from cancer.
This year marks the seventh annual Relay for Life event

“This is MSU’s biggest Relay For Life
event to date. The location being at
Yogi Berra Stadium was definitely a
part of its big success this year.”
-Marissa Galley,
Junior Family & Child Studies Major
Marissa Gally and Carolyn
Meyer were the main student
organizers of the event. The
two students, along with their
committee members, have been
working on this event since
the beginning of September.
They held bi-weekly meetings
throughout the school year,
hosted a variety of fundrais-

held by Montclair State University and this year’s event
had the biggest turnout so far.
According to Gally, the event
brings more people every year
and they hope that the trend
continues until researchers figure out how to prevent cancer
from taking more human lives.

themontclarion.org
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MONTCALIR STATE
Get Red Hawk Dollars!

At the ID Card Office (Cash, check)
Via the Online Card Office and
The Red Hawk Dollars App for Apple & Android devices
(Credit card)
Transfer credit from your student account (WESS)

Where Can I Use My Red Hawk Dollars?
Dining Services & Vending Machines
Parking Services
Health Center
Bookstore
Student Recreation Center
Sprague Library
ID Card Office
Papercut– Computer lab printing

Rocky says “Support MSU
local businesses and use your

Red Hawk Dollars off campus!”
Scan the QR code for a complete list of
Off Campus Local Merchants !

Feature
A Farewell From ‘The Montclarion’

themontclarion.org
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Major?
Broadcasting, Minor in Communication and Media Studies
What are your future plans?
Travel first. Get a job second.
Favorite memory being a part of The Montclarion?
Nick continuing to be surprised by my spelling errors when
it’s no secret I’m terrible at spelling.
Favorite night of college?
Winning the Skyline Conference twice and the celebration!
Weapon of choice in a zombie apocalypse?
Chainsaw.
Favorite Avenger and why?
The Hulk. He’s the coolest.
Best mixed drink/drink you’ve ever had?
Pickle back shots!
Most inspiring class/professor?
Steve McCarthy gave me the push I needed to finally feel
confident saying that I wanted to work in sports. Also, I’ve
probably learned more about life changing societal events
in one semester of Kelly Whiteside’s Sports Media and the
Society class than I did all of high school history!

Monika Bujas

Jenna Bussiere

Nicholas Taylor

Claire Fishman

Major?
General Humanities with a minor in Music.
What are your future plans?
I plan on applying for jobs in the communications field
and continuing my progress through the field of radio,
as I am enjoying my experience very much at WMSC. If
I have no luck, I will probably go for my Master’s or a
technical degree.
Favorite memory being a part of The Montclarion?
When we found out that a writer of ours was a 60-yearold man. Three words: Bananas and Lemons.
Favorite night of college?
Spending an evening at the Red Hawk Diner with my
sister, Gemma, where they created an unpleasant experience for us by putting on WWE Raw and barely palatable
entrees.
Weapon of choice in a zombie apocalypse?
Shotgun. When you shoot them, they would go flying,
which would be pretty entertaining.
Favorite Avenger and why?
Screw the Avengers. The Road Rovers will forever be
the greatest superhero team, ever. I do like Iron Man,
though.
Best mixed drink/drink you’ve ever had?
Barq’s Red Crème Soda.
Most inspiring class/professor?
Either Catherine Alexander or David Winters. Their
lessons made me look at the marine ecosystem and race
portrayal, respectively, much differently than before.

Major?
BFA Filmmaking major
and Creative Writing minor
What are your future plans?
This summer, I’ll be interning with filmmaking camps
at the NJ Film School. After that, I’m hoping to find
freelance editing jobs and perhaps internships with
post-production houses in the area. I’ll also be submitting my thesis film, Never Been Sicker, to festivals
around the world, where hopefully it can gain some
traction and response.
Favorite memory being a part of The Montclarion?
One of my favorite memories from The Montclarion is
from the Philadelphia Trip back in October. One of the
nights we were there was Halloween and to celebrate
we went “spooky minigolfing.” Catherine kept singing
something from 30 Rock about werewolf bar mitzvahs.
It’s still stuck in my head. Thanks, Catherine.
Favorite night of college?
My absolute favorite night of college happened last
May, at the student film festival. Every semester, the
film department holds a festival to showcase student
projects. Last spring, I had been going through a lot of
really bad feelings, mainly being this feeling of inferiority compared to my peers. But at the festival, two of my
films played, one being a music video that was spurred
from a really emotional place. After it screened, two
of my friends sitting in front of me turned around and
they were crying. They said they understood completely what I was trying to say and because they were
crying, I started crying. On a lighter note, my second
film was a comedy, but when I saw and heard the
whole audience cracking up, I was filled with so much
hope. I think that was a turning point for me, because I
realized, based on the reactions I got from my films that
night, that maybe I am a good artist after all.
Weapon of choice in a zombie apocalypse?
I don’t have a weapon of choice for the zombie apocalypse. I’ve fully accepted my fate as becoming the
undead.
Most Inspiring class/professor?
I think the most inspiring class I ever had was Intro to
Fiction Writing, because my professor embodied everything about the creative process that I want to practice.
She found something good in everyone’s work and her
critiques were real critiques, with things to actually improve on, but she never left a person feeling like their
work was inadequate or unfixable. I really appreciated
seeing that in a creative workshop, especially since
that’s the type of artist I want to be.

Major?
Communication and Media Arts
What are your future plans?
As of now, I have a summer internship with a recording studio in Lower Manhattan. So I’ll be commuting
there a lot. I will be working for the Recreation Center
till the end of June and then I’ll probably find another
part-time job.
Favorite memory being a part of The Montclarion?
I have so many. I loved my job as Opinion Editor. It
gave me an outlet to speak out against injustices and
gave me backbone. The Montclarion transformed me
into who I am.
Favorite night of college?
I’m not going to lie, probably one where I may have
been at a party. But I’ve had a lot of fun nights at
school functions; one in particular I really enjoyed was
this year’s bonfire.
Weapon of choice in a zombie apocalypse?
Can I choose a fake weapon? If so, I would probably
pick some sort of submachine gun, preferably one with
elemental damage, from the Borderlands series.
Favorite Avenger and why?
Quicksilver, just wanted to be obscure.
Best mixed drink/drink you’ve ever had?
I’m a fan of Scewdrivers, but if I wanted something
really sweet I’d probably say Red Devil. Also does
chocolate milk count because I’m a big fan of it.
Most inspiring class/professor?
It’s hard for me to choose an inspiring class and inspiring professors. I’ve had a lot of good influences at
my time here. I will say this, if it wasn’t for me taking
Sound Design II I would probably would have never
developed an interest in audio. Well, there is Professor
Steve “Johnson Jam,” our advisor.

Catherine Baxter
Major?
Journalism and Communication Studies with a concentration in Public Relations
What are your future plans?
Pursuing a Master’s in Public Relations at Rowan University while holding a position as a Resident Director
in one of their residence halls.
Favorite memory being a part of The Montclarion?
Any of our conferences that we go to. They’re always
in such fun locations and it’s awesome to have a good
time with the staff and learn things from successful
people in the field.
Favorite night of college?
There are too many to count, but one of the more recent
ones was going to Hoboken for the first time with my
friends and lasting on a mechanical bull for all of .5
seconds.
Weapon of choice in a zombie apocalypse?
Crossbow, because even a klutz like me would be intimidating with a crossbow.
Favorite Avenger and why?
I haven’t really seen the Avengers movies or comics,
I’m more of a CW superhero girl - give me Stephen
Amell as the Arrow any day.
Best mixed drink/drink you’ve ever had?
Hand Grenade from New Orleans
Most inspiring class/professor?
Johnson Jam, commonly known as Steve Johnson. He’s
been so helpful with everything and is a great professor
and mentor.

themontclarion.org
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Experience Montclair

See the unique summer options the town has to offer
Kristen Byfogle
Editor-in-Chief

Just because the semester
is over doesn’t mean that you
have to leave Montclair behind.
You may feel that visiting the
place of your education while
school isn’t in session will give
you flashbacks of the stress of
finals and the seemingly endless cold of winter; but there
are many good times to be had
on and off campus. Not only
does Montclair State University
come to life in the summer, but
the town of Montclair does as
well. Here’s a list of summer
stops in Montclair, which just
won the Great American Main
Street Award.

Appreciate Nature

Presby Memorial Iris Gardens
474 Upper Mountain Avenue
In the month of May and
early June, Montclair is home to
a lovely garden of irises in full
bloom. These flowers are just a

short walk or drive from main
campus at Presby Memorial
Iris Gardens. You can also buy
irises to start your own garden.
The best part is that admission
is donation-based, so whether
you give $5 or $50, you can
walk through this flourishing
location early in the summer.
Van Vleck House and Gardens
21 Van Vleck Street
This once-privately owned
home now acts as a public garden that blooms all year round.
There are many events and programs at the gardens that you
can sign up for or you can just
take a walk through the wisteria and appreciate the Classical architecture of the home.
Admission is free to this idyllic
spot and positive reviews on
websites like TripAdvisor and
Yelp make it a must-see attraction for nature-lovers.

Photo courtesy of Kristen Bryfogle

Taste the World

Mesob Restaurant
515 Bloomﬁeld Ave
Costanera Restaurant
511 Bloomﬁeld Ave
Uncle Momo
702 Bloomﬁeld Ave
Cuban Pete’s
428 Bloomﬁeld Avenue
Both Upper and Downtown
Montclair are full of top-tier
restaurants of all sorts. You can
find Ethiopian cusine at the Mesob Restaurant, Peruvian cuisine at Costanera Restaurant,
Lebanese dishes at Uncle Momo
and Cuban delights at the fanfavorite among students: Cuban Pete’s. Plan a night out
with friends and try some new
flavors at any of the impressive
eateries in Montclair.

Shop ‘Til You Drop

Speakeasy Vintage
465 Bloomﬁeld Avenue
Downtown Montclair has
unique boutiques with some
great finds. My personal favorite is Speakeasy Vintage. The
store owner is a really cool guy
and the fashion there is great
and surprisingly affordable for
vintage and vintage-inspired
items. It is definitely a top place
to stop if you are into throwback styles.
There are several other hip
consignment stores and chain
stores throughout the town
that offer great retail therapy.
If you swing by in August, you
can pick up some great pieces
for your back-to-school wardrobe. However, these shops are
worth visiting all year round.

Let Montclair Entertain You

Bow Tie Bellevue Cinemas 4
260 Bellevue Avenue
Montclair Art Museum
3 South Mountain Avenue
With the music venue Webster Hall, the Montclair Art Museum and annual Film Festival,
there are so many art forms to
enjoy in Montclair’s streets.
You can see shadowcastings of
The Rocky Horror Picture Show at
the Bellevue Theater in Upper
Montclair on the first Saturday
of every month. The art museum features travelling exhibits
and a collection of American
and Native American art. These
art projects should hold you
over until the Fall semester,
when performances at Kasser
Theater start again.

Go to the Ball Game

Come back to campus to see
the minor league team, the Jackals, face off against their opponents’, at Yogi Berra Stadium.
You can check out the Yogi
Berra Museum while you’re
there. The Jackals have all sorts
of special events, like fireworks
displays, Bring Your Pet to the
Game days and deals on food
and drinks, with hot dogs and
brewskis for $1 on certain days.
This stadium allows you to enjoy America’s favorite pastime
close to home.
No matter what your interests are, there is so much to do
at Montclair during summer
break. Don’t leave the town
behind after you hand in your
final papers. Montclair could be
the perfect summer spot for you
and your friends!

The Montclarion
needs you next
semester!
The Feature
section is looking
for a new
assistant. Learn
how to use Adobe
InDesign, gain
journalism and
editing
experience and
boost your
resume by
becoming part of
The Montclarion
Staff.
To find out more,

email the Feature
Editor at

montclarionfeature@
gmail.com

or the Editor-inChief at

montclarionchief@gmail.
com
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Stress-Eating Solutions

How to stay on track while under pressure
Kimberly Asman
Staﬀ Writer

There is probably one thing
on every student’s mind at
the end of the semester: finals.
With a packed week of studying and exams coming up, it is
important to remember to eat
well and to continue to make
healthy choices in future times
of stress. Maintaining a healthy
diet will not only give you the
energy you need to study, but
also keep you feeling healthy
and ready for your exams. It
may seem easier and be a habit
to skip meals during stressful
times, but putting just a small
amount of effort into eating
well will definitely pay off.
When you are studying,
make sure to have your meals
and snacks planned and ready
to go. If you know you have a
few days where you will be go-

ing nonstop, pack some ready
to eat meals and snacks. Easy
meals that you can make ahead
of time are brown rice with
sautéed vegetables and either
chicken or beans, which can
be made in bulk and are good
when heated up. For snacks,
be prepared for any late night
cravings that pop up. Have
some dark chocolate on hand if
you want something sweet. For
a more substantial snack, break
up the dark chocolate and mix it
into Greek yogurt.
If you want something you
can just mindlessly munch on,
go with popcorn; if you are
buying it premade, try to find
one with just corn, oil and salt.
Avoid prepackaged brands
with too many ingredients or a
lot of calories. Popcorn should

be a light and healthy snack.
Another more filling idea is
homemade trail mix; combine a
handful of nuts with some raisins or dried cranberries. Having some of these snacks readyto-go will ensure that when you
are suddenly hungry and need
a pick-me-up you will avoid
the vending machine’s loads of
sugar and fat that will just leave
you feeling heavy.
Try to avoid coffee or energy drinks too late as well
since they may interfere with
your sleep. It may be tempting
to pull an all-nighter to study,
but do your best to get a solid
night’s sleep. If you are used to
staying up very late and then
wake up feeling exhausted, try
going to sleep when you are
tired and setting an early alarm

to wake-up and finish studying.
You will remember more when
you are awake and not thinking
about getting to bed.
On exam day, the first and
most obvious thing you can do
is to eat a good breakfast; eat
some whole grains, protein and
fat to start your day. If you skip
breakfast, you may suddenly
feel hungry during your exam
and low blood sugar could lead
to your mind not being as clear
as it needs to be. If you need
something quick such as a bagel, try to find one made with
100 percent whole wheat and
put some peanut butter on it to
add some healthy fats and protein that will leave you feeling
full throughout your exams.
If you have several back-toback exams, the same rules ap-

ply as studying. Have snacks
and meals prepared if you can,
to help keep your day running smoothly and avoid frantic searches for food when you
have a 15 minute break.
Need something on campus? Look for a smoothie at Au
Bon Pain at Café Diem. They
are made with yogurt and can
give you something sweet that
can be taken to-go. If you want
to grab a bar, try a brand with
a few ingredients but at least
10 grams of protein and under
200 calories. Filling up on junk
will only leave you feeling run
down and unprepared and may
give you some regret when you
emerge from finals week. Good
luck on your exams!

Take The Montclarion With You Wherever You Go!

Follow us:

@themontclarion online or on any mobile device
FEATURE

WANT TO BE A FEATURE
WRITER?
The Montclarion Feature section includes a
variety of topics from fashion trends of the
season to health and fitness to money-saving
tips.
Contact MontclarionFeature@gmail.com
for more information.
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The University Distinguished
Leadership Awards
THE PROFESSING EXCELLENCE AWARDS

The Professing Excellence Awards were open to any Montclair State University professor,
both adjunct and full time. The purpose of the Professing Excellence Awards is to highlight and
acknowledge those educators who make meaningful contributions to
our students’ lives both inside and outside the classroom.
Outstanding Dedication to Student Education Award
Susan D’Elia
Dr. Leslie E. Wilson
Dr. Caroline Dadas
Lifelong Impact on Alumni Award
Dr. Talida State
Meaningful Impact Award
Joseph Savoia
Dr. Susan Baglieri
Dr. Robert Gilbert
Excellence Through Mentoring Award
Dr. Leslie Kooyman
Dr. Ann Marie DiLorenzo
Dr. Tony Spanakos

THE DISTINGUISHED STUDENT LEADER AWARDS

The Distinguished Student Leader Awards were open to any current
Montclair State University student. The purpose is to highlight and acknowledge those students
who make meaningful contributions and have a strong impact at the University.
Outstanding Leadership Award
Patrick Fullerton
Jessica Bonjione
Alyssa Willis
Diversity and Equality Award
Jasmine Hoffman
Gregory Nasser
Outstanding Community Service Award
Caitlyn Chaparro
Ashley Favato
Outstanding Mentor Award
Lawrence Haye
Sanjay Advani
Danielle Davis

THE CARPE DIEM AWARDS

The Carpe Diem Awards were open to graduating seniors who “seized the day” during their time
at Montclair State University. Nominations were accepted for students who took
full advantage of the Montclair State University experience.
Carpe Diem Recipients
Chelsea Durocher
Rebecca Haupt
Richard Maya
Nicholas Vessichelli
Sponsored by The Center for Leadership Development and Campus Connections | Student Center Room 104M
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Help Wanted
$600.00 P/W - Seeking energetic & reliable
summer child care giver for 2 children,
Boy 6 & Girl 4. A normal day will consist of going to the town pool, playground
or zoo. Must be able to drive our minivan. Hours - M-F, 8 AM - 5:45 PM. Email
sara.e.iversen@gmail.com or 917-494-3074.
Are you bi-lingual? Do you mix languages as in “Pick me up cherez polchasa” when texting? As part of an IRB
approved research study, I will pay
adults over 18 for mixed language chats
or text messages. If you are interested in
participating, please contact Dr. Susana
Sotillo at sotillos@mail.montclair.edu.
Montclair Family is seeking a P/T sitter
for our 11 year-old daughter. Hours
are Mon / Wed / Thurs – 3-6 PM in
June, 7AM-6 PM in August, & 4-6 PM
beginning September. Contact Laura at
lums13@gmail.com.
If you are a native speaker of American
English and have 30 minutes to spare,
contact us at msu.prosody@gmail.com to
sign up for a linguistic experiment. You
will be recorded reading English sentences. We pay cash!!! $10/half hour. Please
note that this study is for adults. Current
students of Dr. Howell are not eligible.
The study title is “Acoustics of Linguistic
Prominence” (IRB #001470).

Classiﬁeds
Help Wanted

Bnai Keshet, Montclair, seeks a leader for our
developing Jewish Teen Program, to begin immediately. Contact RabbiAriann@bnaikeshet.
org for more information.
Established local Pet Care Service is seeking a responsible & honest animal lover. Varied weekday hours, may also include some
weekends, holidays & evenings. Must have
reliable car. Good source of supplemental income. Email: grmelmtc@gmail.com or call
Mel 973-432-2023 9:00 AM-1:00 PM. Mon.-Fri..
All About Cleaning New Jersey is looking for
a student to clean every Thursday 9 AM – 4
PM or until job is completed up until 5:00 PM.
$10.00 / hr. Must be able to drive to West
Caldwell, need to pass a background check,
have a positive attitude, be in good health & be
able to move furniture on occasion. Call Janice
908-244-3884.

themontclarion.org

Help Wanted

Rooms for Rent

Paid intern needed for Montclair homebased Real estate marketing business. Excellent admin, HTML, social media (FB,
You Tube, Twitter) skills a must. $15/hr
to start. Raise on performance. Motivated
and conﬁdent. Must have a car. Email Ken@
FriendindeedLLC.com or call 917-543-2812.

Enjoy Montclair’s restaurants, shopping, and
parks. Close to public transportation. Professionally managed. Full info and pictures:
www.bitly.com/OrangeRoadMontclair.

Seeking reliable, driving babysitter in Livingston for two young girls starting Jan 2015.
Mon/Tues/Wed. Hours 2-5:30P.M. Must
hold valid drivers’ license & pick up children in your vehicle. Email Livingstonfamily2013@gmail.com with resume/experience.
P/T & F/T - Little Angels School House of
Chatham, NJ is looking for energetic individuals. Duties include implementing lesson plans
& assisting with meals/naps/diapering/
potty training. Contact Jade (973) 701-8303 or
email rnuman@littleangelsschoolhouse.com

Learn cursive handwriting in the Montclair/Clifton area. Fun, interesting and reasonable. Don’t depend on the computer.
Call Dee at 201-315-0476.

interested in advertising with
the montclarion?

Email
Montclarionadsales@gmail.com
For more information and details

Female graduate student/staff. Lovely
room, private bath and parking. Light kitchen use and deck. Available March 1st. 2.4 mi
from MSU in Clifton. Non-smoker. $1200.
Call Diane at 201-315-0476.
Private room with bath for female. Near
campus off Valley Road in Clifton. Available immediately. $550.00 per month.
Call Joan 973-279-7294.
Save $$$. Female students, grads. Summer
or fall room rentals. June thru August or
2015 school year. Furnished, across from
campus. Internet inc. Singles or share. Available June (possibly May). Call 973-778-1504..

themontclarion.org
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Congratulations

Photo by Mike Peters

to the Class of 2015
Whether you have earned your undergraduate or
graduate degree, we celebrate your success and achievements.
And, we are proud to have been a part of your
journey towards this goal.
Wishing you all the best with your future endeavors,
the Faculty, Libriarians, Professional Staff, Specialists & Adjunct Faculty
of Montclair State University.
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Come Join Us!

Room 113 Student Center Annex
973.655.5230
Montclarionchief@gmail.com
MontEditor@gmail.com

THE

WORLD

WITHOUT

NEWS
WOULD BE...

Photo courtesy of wikipedia.org.
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Free to Speak Freely

O

n Thursday, Feb. 26, the
Class IV Student Government
Association organization Students for Justice in Palestine
extended an email invitation to
other student organizations to
join them at their event, The Activist and the Professor, which
took place on Monday, March 2.
The Class II organization
Hillel sent an email in response,
expressing their concern that
the event, which allowed panelists to discuss non-mainstream
perspectives on the Israeli-Palestinian conﬂict, could possibly jeopardize Montclair State
University’s collective initiative
for interfaith peace and that
the panel possibly discriminated against Jewish interests by
not including the mainstream
point-of-view. They also announced plans for a multi-organization coalition to prevent
this kind of discrimination from
occurring again.
For the next few days,
SGA organizations and individual students were in debate
over the two emails, considering whether SJP should hold
the event and whether Hillel

Christian Ray Blaza| The Montclarion

should have questioned their
upcoming event. In the end,
Hillel retracted many of their
statements, claiming that they
were speaking out of their concern for safety and maintaining
interfaith connections across
campus.
Hillel has announced that
they may hold an event that
presents the mainstream perspective in response to SJP’s
event and could possibly hold
a joint event with SJP to discuss
the issue further at a later point
in time. They also dropped the
idea to start a coalition to prevent discrimination and have
rethought the idea that SJP
could have been discriminating
against them by not including
their perspective in their event.
This is a touchy issue for
many people, as the Israeli-Palestinian conﬂict is an intensely
personal and emotional issue,
especially for these two groups.
We believe that Hillel has effectively reassessed the situation
and acted well by sending representatives to The Activist and
the Professor, now eliminating
any plans for a coalition against
discrimination. They have tak-

en the time to consider the situation from all sides and have
revoked some of their previous
concerns, which they now realize were largely unfounded.
With that being said, Hillel’s
initial charge of discrimination
is a rather severe accusation
and thus should be treated seriously as part of a larger issue:
whether SGA organizations
should have political stances.
One of Hillel’s major concerns was that SJP was taking a
strong political stance that conﬂicted with combined peace efforts at the university. Yet, SJP
was not wrong to take a political stance, as several SGA organizations in the past, including
Young Americans for Liberty,
Students for a Democratic Society and even current clubs
such as Femvolution are all politically-based organizations; although obviously not everyone
on campus agrees with their
stances on current affairs and
political issues, they still have
had political events without
meeting opposition. SJP, a nonreligious organization, is likewise entitled to holding politically-based events, just as every

SGA organization is, whether
or not other organizations on
campus agree with their political stances.
Student organizations have
the right to hold politicallybased events without all varying opinions on the matter being represented. Groups across
campus have the ability to exercise their freedom of speech
and their freedom to cosponsor
with whatever organizations
they choose. Questioning these
rights shows a fundamental
misunderstanding of the American Bill of Rights and the SGA
constitution.
Disagreeing with a political stance or feeling excluded
from a political discussion that
is open to the entire student
body and staff is not grounds
for accusations of discrimination; though the organizations
involved have realized this, we
believe that it is important for
every SGA organization to keep
this in mind.
Freedom of speech does
not depend on whether your
opinion is outside of the mainstream or whether you preface
your statements with consider-

ations from opponents. While
addressing one speciﬁc side of
an argument in an event could
possibly result in a less comprehensive gathering, SGA organizations are not required to make
political discussions unbiased,
as most political discussions
are inherently slanted. Look at
most mainstream media outlets,
for example, which lean toward
both the left and right, yet are
allowed to broadcast the news
through these perspectives. The
same is true for SGA organizations and it is important for organizations to consider this before they address concerns with
other organizations.
In order to have freedom of speech, you have to accept that this right is extended
to everyone, including those
with whom you disagree. In
order to utilize your right, you
must allow others to use it as
well and if organizations of the
SGA follow this principle, then
future misunderstandings can
likely be avoided.

Best of Opinion

Don’t Stay Neutral on Net Neutrality
5%
other

Christian Ray Blaza| The Montclarion

W

e like to think of the
Internet as an open space—a
creative commons where everyone, provided they have access,
can set up a website, a forum,
an email address, etc. and have
tons of information instantly at
their ﬁngertips. While this may
be the concept of the Internet
we all know and love, all of this
could change on Feb. 26 when
the United States Federal Communication Commission makes
a formal decision about the future of the Internet.
In just one week, the FCC
will vote on net neutrality, either keeping a free Internet
alive and well or limiting the
way that we use the web by allowing Internet providers like
Comcast and Verizon to have

signiﬁcantly tighter control
over what we see on our screens
and how we access it.
What exactly is at stake in
net neutrality? Internet providers will be able to make exclusive deals with companies like
Netﬂix, Facebook and Youtube
to provide faster service. Say
that Comcast strikes a deal with
Netﬂix; if you have a Verizon
Internet connection, Netﬂix will
stream at a lower speed because
of its loyalty to Comcast. This
makes it extremely easy for big
companies like Comcast and
Verizon to create a monopoly,
making it nigh-impossible for
smaller Internet providers to
stay in business.
With the reins loosened,
companies can now also charge
higher and higher fees for faster

Internet service because there
will likely be no competition
to provide any other kind of
comparable service. There are
concerns that the elimination of
net neutrality will also impede
innovation because of a lack of
competition.
The possibility of losing net
neutrality is extremely detrimental to everyday life. Not
only will an Internet service
monopoly hinder using the
web for leisure, but work, commerce and research will also be
impacted. So much of our lives
is dependent on Internet access,
so blocking people from using
services efﬁciently unless they
have enough money to pay for
faster Internet is an essentially
classist form of Internet.
Issues of net neutrality have

been around for years, but now
is one of the most important
times to take a stand against
eliminating neutrality. The FCC
is voting next week and is currently offering an open forum
where citizens can weigh in
on the situation, argue for or
against net neutrality and air
their grievances.
It takes just a few seconds
to send a comment or letter to
the FCC. Online comments can
be submitted at fcc.gov/comments. A really easy way to let
the FCC know that you stand
for a free Internet is to go onto
a pro-neutrality organization’s
website and ﬁll out your information on one of their preformatted letters. Fight for the
Future has such submission options and also sends updates on

the campaign for an open Internet and basic information about
the issue.
No one should be prevented from using the Internet because of a service monopoly or
because soaring prices make it
impossible for them to ﬁll out
job applications, contact friends
and family via email and social
media, research a subject or
even just to watch cat videos on
YouTube. We urge you to take
a stand and use your voice to
speak out to the FCC. Make it
clear that we want our Internet
to be open to all, not just o those
who can afford to access all it
has to offer.
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Our Final Good-byes to ‘The Montclarion’
Graduating students write about their experiences as Montclarion staff

F

o

r
those
of
you
who
don’t know
me,
I’ve
been working
with
CATHERINE
The
MontBAXTER
all
FORMER EDITOR- clarion
four
years
IN-CHIEF
of college,
starting out as a News Writer
and working my way up the
ranks from News Editor to
Managing Editor and ﬁnally
ending my college career as Editor-in-Chief.
For the past four years, every
one of my Wednesdays have
been full of pulling out my hair,
staring at a computer screen
and calling/emailing people
while I try and meet my deadlines. However, it’s also been
full of late-night laughing ﬁts
about nothing that’s even funny, pranking other editors and
putting together a product to be
proud of.
Whenever a freshmen goes
to orientation and ﬁrst starts
college, there is one theme that
is constantly drilled into their
heads: get involved on campus.
While there are many students
who do immediately get in-

volved, there are enough who
brush off the suggestion and
ignore the different organizations that are looking to recruit
new members. If I could only
leave one piece of advice to any
incoming students – or current
students – it would be to take
those suggestions and get involved in whatever it is that
you’re passionate about.
Through my time with The
Montclarion, Residence Life,
Colleges Against Cancer and
more, I have learned so many
things about myself and being
able to work on a team. The
skills I’ve developed and the
relationships I’ve built will not
only help me succeed in graduate school, but throughout my
future career.
I’m going to miss my fellow Montclarion staff members
so much once I’m gone, but everything I’ve learned with them
and from them lets me know
that I’m leaving the paper in
good hands. Milkdud and I are
on our way out, but I have the
greatest faith in next year’s staff
for keeping our traditions alive.

W

something to embrace. That’s
what college is all about, and
The Montclarion has allowed me
to embrace my change.
I was a little bit late in joining The Montclarion staff, only
hopping on for one year as a
senior, but it was worth it. I
was welcomed into the paper
by awesome people and felt the
fun atmosphere that room in
the bottom ﬂoor of the Student
Center possessed from day one.
It was only ﬁtting that I would
work in the sports section of
the paper, since that has been
one of the biggest inﬂuences
through out my life.
Playing sports my entire life
and being a member of the
Montclair State Women’s lacrosse team has made me develop a strong passion for sports
and for telling an athlete’s story.
Winning a huge game, overcoming injuries and pushing
past your assumed capability
are incredible moments in an
athlete’s life, and need to be
told. The Montclarion has given
me the chance to document
these stories for the school,
learn and grow as a journalist
and also to have fun.
Now, the month of my graduation has ﬁnally approached

and it feels insane. I can’t believe it’s my time to leave this
university and enter what’s
known as the real world, but I
can feel conﬁdent I will succeed
thanks to the experience I acquired through The Montclarion.
Now, when my professors ask
me what I plan to do after graduation, I can say, “Anything, including writing.”
I want to give a huge shout
out and thank you to my editor, Thomas Formoso, for working around my chaotic lacrosse
schedule and always making
sure I get to put in my food order on time! You are the best!
Also, thanks to everyone on
The Montclarion Staff for being
so welcoming and cool. Thanks
for a great year. Good luck in
the future!

Catherine Baxter, a Journalism major,
has been part of the Montclarion for four
years and is graduating with the class
of 2015.

hen
I ﬁrst entered Montclair State as
a freshman
in 2011, I
JENNA BUSSIERE was in the
FORMER
AS- B r o a d c a s t major,
SISTANT SPORTS ing
but I never
EDITOR
would have
expected to adapt a passion for
writing. I actually wasn’t sure
at all what I was going to do,
but the funny thing is I knew
that writing was not it. At that
point in time, I hated it. When
the professors for my introduction broadcasting courses
asked me, “so what is it in this
industry that you want to do?”,
I would reply with; “Anything
but writing.”
Fast forward four years later
and I’m Assistant Editor for the
school newspaper’s Sports section and am writing stories not
because I have to for class, but
because I love it. I learned how
you can use writing to capture
a moment and turn it into a story that makes people feel important and inspired, and when
you do that, there’s no better
feeling. It’s interesting to experience yourself change, but it’s

ing why I would take such a
mundane position. I was often
eager to read the latest issue of
The Montclarion every Thursday upon leaving my last class
of the day. I always thought it
was a better way of knowing
what went on campus. I also
grew frustrated by the errors
that could have easily been corrected.
The inspiration to join The
Montclarion dated to an issue
from November 2010 when a
staff member of the paper attended the Rally to Restore Sanity and/or Fear in Washington,
D.C. There were numerous
grammar issues within the article, including spelling MythBusters as MythBuster’s and
not referring to Yusuf Islam’s
former stage name, Cat Stevens, even once. However, one
sentence particularly stood out:
“Soon it was on to the benediction presented by Farther Guido
Sarducci from SNL.” This paper
deserved better proofreading
and I thought I could help.
There were times where I

thought copy editing was tedious, having to read every
single article in the paper, correcting numerous cases of double-spacing and misuse of “it’s”
and “its.” However, it was
somewhat of a blessing and a
curse to ﬁnd one absolutely riddled inside and out with every
misuse of English in the book.
However, I would also ﬁnd
the amusement in the absurdity
that people still wrote like this
at a college level. The misspelling of “Hoboken” as “Hobokoken” still goes down as the best
typo I came across at The Montclarion. That one came from an
otherwise good writer, by the
way.
The best part is that under
my position, though requiring a
lot of mental demand, I had the
freedom to write about rather
irrelevant yet appropriate issues. I wrote a commemorative
column once for voice-over actor Jess Harnell’s 50th birthday.
It was primarily an excuse to
mention my long-forgotten favorite television series, Road

Rovers. There was also a (serious) fashion article I wrote
about slippers. I still wonder if
anyone actually took those pieces to heart.
If there’s anything that my
time at The Montclarion has accomplished, it was giving me a
reason to spend less time wasted on campus and at home. It
gave me opportunities to connect with students that didn’t
consistently change with each
class. It was also one way to
ﬁnd out how to take some media courses as well.
I’m especially fond of the
bonds that I created between
all of the editors at the paper,
especially my fellow graduates
Catherine and Monika. Without their support, I would have
walked out on them a year ago
after having a disastrous meeting with a professor that gave
me doubts about my own position as Chief Copy. They pulled
me under control and wanted
me to stay. So I did.
After three years of service,
I think this past semester was

probably the best one I ever had
at The Montclarion, especially
with Zachary Case collaborating and now succeeding at the
Chief Copy desk. I hope Zach
passes on his Homestar Runner knowledge to everyone and
to “keep it rollin’” in terms of
aesthetics at the paper. Thanks
a bundle to Zach and everyone
at The Montclarion for giving me
a brighter future.
As I close this little retrospective, I think about the sea
of people that may or may not
have left a mark here at Montclair State. I think that, personally, I could have done so much
more, but at least I have this
column of my grateful experiences that thousands of people
may or may not read. Wouldn’t
you like to write something like
this, too?
Congratulations and God
bless you all.

could just pull it up? Although
you’re pretty much doomed to
have classes like these, you will
also experience classes you’ll
like or will absolutely learn to
love.
I had never done or
considered doing any sort of
audio work until I took Audio
Production and Sound Design
II. Both were classes that I went
into knowing that I was the
underdog, knowing less than
everyone else, but in the end I
learned to really love sound design and post-production work.
I discovered that I was someone
who loved work that was a bit
tedious at times, but rewarded
you when you put so much attention into the detail of every
project. It’s this passion and this
enjoyment for my work that has
gotten me an internship with a
studio this summer. Sometimes
you have to sift through a pile
of turd to ﬁnd a golden nugget
and that is what college is in my
opinion. I think everyone thinks
they know themselves once
they graduate high school, and
I guarantee you that is a falsehood.
You enter college as a
hopeful, fresh-faced kid and

you graduate a little more lost
than you were freshman year.
Going to classes, writing papers, taking ﬁnals, having a
part-time job, being in a club
and everything in between -that all starts to add up. I’ve
never seen an institution cripple
people ﬁnancially and emotionally like college does. Sometimes I sit here and wonder,
“why am I doing this?” Who
would subject themselves to the
all-nighters, tears and anxiety
college has plagued so many of
my peers with? It’s not the only
problem with college. I think
,like any student that has gone
to Montclair State University, I
can say that I’ve had many bitter disagreements with most of
the various departments on this
campus.
If I polled a handful of
maybe 30 of my closest peers
from this university, collectively we would probably have a
total of ﬁve different discrepancies in one year with almost every department on this campus.
I’m not saying this is a problem
exclusive to Montclair State. No
matter where you go, there are
going to be issues with departments, corruption and course-

work that will stress you out. I
can say personally I’ve developed more bad habits than I’ve
entered MSU with. Despite any
“bitter 90s cynicism” I may
harbor about my experiences
here, shockingly, I am an optimist. Students put themselves
through college expecting to
earn a piece of paper with fancy
calligraphy they paid thousands
of dollars to get, but sometimes
people forget the journey.
As much as we would joke
about not having work after college and rolling cigarettes with
our seemingly meaningless degrees, we have to remember the
good times. Many of us may
have had our spirits crushed,
but college taught us to rebuild ourselves. College meant
more to me and most students
than just getting a lousy degree. I learned about trying to
be responsible for myself, I’ve
made some great friends and
most importantly I’ve learned
about my own determination
and conviction. You are going to meet professors that not
only teach, but will change your
whole perspective on life. Most
importantly you are going to
ﬁnd a place or club where you

belong.
As much as I’ll miss breathing in the musty air of Calcia
Hall, I’ll miss working for The
Montclarion most of all. Although there is a lot of time and
commitment involved in running the paper, we have never
felt more happy to do our jobs
and to work with one another.
With every year, with every
staff member who’s left or every new staff member, we all
just click and get along so well
with one another. This was
one bond I’ll always have with
this campus and I am proud of
those who will be taking over
next year. Also shoutout to my
home skillet, suitemate and
once successor Kristen Bryfogle
and to my current successor
Jayna Gugliucci.
Babe Ruth once said “Never
let the fear of striking out keep
you from playing the game.”
Don’t let all the bad cloud your
appreciation for the good experiences you’re going to have at
Montclair State University.

Jenna Bussiere, a Television and Digital
Media major, has been part of the
Montclarion for one year and is graduating with the class of 2015.

Congratulations Class of 2015
I

t
was
January
of
2012. I had
just earned
enough credits to become
NICK TAYLOR
a sophomore.
FORMER CHIEF
At the time, I
COPY EDITOR
wasn’t doing
anything besides schoolwork.
It was just a routine of driving 15 minutes back and forth
from my home to the campus of
Montclair State. I had no reason
to stay on campus.
In the issue of The Montclarion for that opening week
of the semester, I had noticed
a house ad for an open house
at the newspaper ofﬁce on a
Thursday evening that coincided with my dismissal of class. I
had never thought of myself as
a journalist, but I was curious if
there was a position for proofreading. To my surprise, thenEditor-in-Chief Kat Milsop told
me at the open house there was;
it was called “copy editing.”
You’re probably wonder-

I

think
it’s only fair
to say that,
like
most
things
in
life, college
MONIKA BUJAS
has been a
FORMER
bitter-sweet
MANAGING
experience.
EDITOR
With
that
being said, I can’t decide if
it’s been more bitter or more
sweet, but I do know that college wasn’t easy. There were
classes that I struggled with and
general education requirements
I despised. As I am writing this
I had to question some of my
choices in Gen. Ed. classes. For
example, why did I take Anthropology? I learned to hate
that class with every ﬁber of my
being, but I went along with it
because it knocked out two requirements.
Another required class that was the literal
bane of my existence was Computer Science. If I wanted to pay
to waste my time, I would have
paid for a karaoke room and sat
there for an hour. On the bright
side because of classes like these
I learned about the Pygmies and
I learned how to Google; why
teach me HTML format when I

Concerning Editorials and Columns

Nick Taylor, a General Humanities
major, has been part of the Montclarion
for four years and is graduating with the
class of 2015.

Monika Bujas, a Communication major,
has been part of the Montclarion for
four years and is graduating with the
class of 2015.

Main editorials appear on the first page of the Opinion section. They are unsigned articles that represent the opinion of the editorial board on a particular issue. Columns are written by individuals and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Montclarion staff.
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I

knew
when I ﬁrst
started at
Montclair
State that
CLAIRE FISHMAN
majoring in
FORMER
PHOTOGRAPHY F i l m m a k ing
EDITOR
was not going to be easy. I was warned
that making connections is all
ﬁlm school is really for. But I
think one of the most amazing
things about attending Montclair was that it wasn’t just that.
I’m continuously told that it’s
easier (and potentially cheaper)
to learn how to make a ﬁlm by
just making a ﬁlm. Experience
can’t be taught and some of my
classmates worried that ﬁlm

school didn’t do anything but
put them behind people who
got into the business four years
ago.
But when I entered Montclair, I didn’t know anything
about ﬁlmmaking. I learned
so much about the process in
even just my ﬁrst year and I
don’t think I would’ve gotten
that much experience in the
real world without even knowing where to begin. Over the
past four years here, I watched
my passions and my interests
bloom.
I realized that I wasn’t a great
grip and I deﬁnitely wasn’t a
camera person, but I also realized I could tell a pretty good
story through directing and editing. Even in just this past se-

mester alone, I followed down
the path of art direction and I
don’t believe I could’ve learned
any of that if I wasn’t here.
It’s also true when people
say that ﬁlm school is good for
connections; I’ve worked with
a staggering amount of people
over the years and through all
of those experiences, I’ve found
the coworkers I can rely on and
who I’d drop everything to
work with again.
But if there’s one thing alone
I can take away from Montclair,
it’s my self-conﬁdence. It may
have waivered, and it may still
be waiving, but through my art
I found a voice and I still believe
my voice has something to say;
though my professors may not
understand it, I learned that

professors aren’t always right.
My senior thesis ﬁlm was
a piece that was extremely close
to myself, written directly from
my heart and when the screenplay itself wasn’t received well,
I almost abandoned it. I thought
that maybe I didn’t have the
ability to do it after all. But I
realized something; my entire
time at Montclair, I was advised
to do things to appeal to a wide
audience.
Of course, no one said that
speciﬁcally, but it was the
subtext of their advice. But I
would not have made this ﬁlm
if it wasn’t mine. I would not
change it to be what my professors wanted. It was my story,
my voice and I made it for me.
That’s the most important

thing I learned at this school;
sometimes you just have to do
what makes you happy, even
if everyone else tells you its
wrong. It’s bittersweet to be
graduating from college. I’m
ready to move on, but I’m deﬁnitely scared.
I know there will be four
times as many people out there
that won’t understand me and
will disagree with me, who will
make me feel inadequate. But I
think I’m prepared to handle it.
I hope you are, too.

Claire Fishman a Filmmaking major, has
been part of The Montclarion for two
years and is graduating with the class
of 2015.

“Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the life you have imagined.”
-Henry David Thoreau

Jon Stewart Says Goodbye to ‘Daily Show’
‘Daily Show’ viewers saddened by Jon Stewart’s announcement

F

or more
than a decade, Jon
Stewart
has
been
a
houseCHRISTINE
hold name
GIANAKIS
in
news
COLUMNIST
for young
viewers. His political satire
somehow pierced the taboo disconnect between young adults
and news outlets, landing Stewart at the cool table with millennials across the country saying,
“You can sit with us.”
Stewart’s popularity can be
attributed to his success in mixing work and play on Comedy
Central’s The Daily Show, where
he stars and writes. But it appears his time on the show is
coming to an end, as Stewart
announced earlier this month
that he will be leaving sometime this year.
Viewers were saddened by
the announcement and his departure leaves many asking
this: will Stewart’s leave of ab-

sence from the news mean a
similar retirement for millennials?
While The Daily Show began
as a fake comedic news outlet,
over the years, it has been seen
by many young people as a
legitimate news source. Audiences tune in night after night
to see what stories will be in the
hot seat and which politicians
will be the butt of the joke for
the evening.
Stewart himself has often acknowledged that his show is a
fake newscast but to his viewers, it is as real as any other.
Every comedic sketch prompts
critical thought from the viewer and the knowledge that the
audience takes away is what
makes it real to them.
While news programs on
channels such as NBC, CBS and
Fox have struggled to attract
a younger demographic, the
Comedy Central show draws
younger viewers in with ease.
A generation of viewers known
for making the news come to
them, rather than seeking it out

on their own, appear to have
found their bliss with the nightly comedy show.
What makes Stewart’s show
stand out from all of the rest?
Unlike other nightly newscasts
that are typically an hour long,
viewers of The Daily Show are simultaneously being entertained
and informed within a short
half-hour segment.
The Daily Show does not cover all major news stories. They
only select a few topics for the
evening. This half-hour long
program is successful because
of its ability to hold the attention of younger viewers.
With three or four main stories told in greater detail, audiences have less distraction
than a typical broadcast. They
become more invested in each
topic and continue watching up
to the conclusion of the joke.
Furthermore, Stewart encouraged active participation from
his viewers. The show’s signature use of video montages
draws in a younger crowd, who
spend most of their days on so-

cial media skimming through
videos and various other posts.
Instead of simply reading a
news story word-for-word off
of a prompter, he shows various
clips that take viewers along for
the ride, showing them exactly
how he arrived at his point.
Examples of this include
clips of politicians contradicting themselves or news anchors
over-dramatizing a story. The
use of video and humor is what
makes The Daily Show stand out
from other news organizations.
The Comedy Central show
has revolutionized the way
young viewers receive their
news. With the host of the show
about to take his ﬁnal bow, I can
only wonder what the future of
news holds for my generation.
Will we become what generations before us believe that we
are, disengaged and unaware?
Or will Stewart’s tricks of the
trade ﬁnd their way into the
model of news programing?
While expectations of news
anchors incorporating comedic
sketches on their shows is far-

fetched, revamping their broadcasts to include more critical
thought from the viewers is not.
The Daily Show is the primary
source of news for younger audiences, so they must be doing
something right.
If news outlets have hopes of
reaching these younger viewers, they are going to need to
look into modernizing their
programs in a way that does not
bring mockery into the world
of news but does encourage a
more active participation from
the audience.
Stewart’s departure is sad for
many viewers, but I know they
would agree with me in saying
that I hope his retirement from
the show is ﬁlled with many
moments of Zen.

Christine Gianakis, a Political Science
major, is in her first year as a columnist
for The Montclarion.

Best of Opinion

Holy Guacamole, Jack White!

Rock star combats his diva status, proving that he is, in fact, a diva

J

ack White
has
been
famous
for years
for his singular vocal style,
KRISTEN
screaming
BRYFOGLE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF and meandering guitar riffs and his unique style of
rock music. Now, the man behind The White Stripes and The
Raconteurs is making headlines
again, not for his music, but
for an incident summarized in
popular media as “Guac-gate.”
White played a show at the
University of Oklahoma on Feb.
2, but a few days before he took
the stage, the university’s newspaper, The Oklahoma Daily, published an article highlighting
some of the speciﬁc and strange
requests in White’s contract
with the institution. The paper
especially highlighted the meticulous instructions on how
to prepare the guacamole for
backstage, but featured other
“gems” like the stipulation that

the show had to be “bananafree” and that there had to be
a certain number of end tables
in the dressing room with tablelamps only—no ﬂuorescent
lighting.
The paper also divulged
that the University gave White
$80,000 in exchange for his
performance, a hefty price for
one night of entertainment, although White is a major rock
star, making the price tag more
acceptable.
After The Oklahoma Daily
published this exposé on the
diva-esque demands of White’s
crew, he and his team released
several responses, the longest
and most detailed of which was
a statement from White himself. He set the record straight
about the guacamole recipe, his
stage manager’s joke, and the
banana-free statute, inserted
because someone on the tour
has an allergy. However, White
made a few harsher comments
about the paper’s coverage of
the event and his contract.
In this open letter, White
made it clear that he did not

even see the contract, verifying
his innocence. He furthermore
asked, “Am I pissed at the students at oklahoma university?
absolutely not. am i disappointed in young journalists at their
school paper? absolutely….look
for the truth, not fake drama.
i got pissed during my show
and berated the crowd? no.
sorry, didn’t happen. i made
jokes about the paper publishing that info, so which of us is
thin skinned? they have freedom of speech but i don’t? at
my show?”
While I understand where
White is coming from, the major objective of a college newspaper is to cover events and
issues that directly affect the
lives of college students. Therefore, White’s claim that the paper is covering something that
doesn’t really matter demonstrates his ignorance of a college
newspaper’s function.
Additionally, White’s disappointment in the student journalists was largely unfounded.
Commenting on the conﬂict,
The Oklahoma Daily’s Assistant

Concerning Editorials and Columns

Arts and Life editor wrote,
“[White’s]
contract
wasn’t
something we leaked. It is public information that any of you
could request. Many newspapers show contracts of celebrities that come into town; this
isn’t something The Daily did
that’s out of the ordinary. It’s
not a hidden document, and it’s
not something we had to dig to
get. It is available to the public.”
The publication was not underhanded or practicing “bad journalism” when they decided to
publish the document.
On the contrary, The Oklahoma Daily was right in reporting the injustices that they saw
in White’s contract, as part of a
journalist’s job is to inform the
public of issues that are largely unknown, especially when
those issues directly affect them.
Since the school was spending a
large chunk of money on this
show, it’s safe to say that the
contract with Jack White did
have an impact on student life
at the University of Oklahoma.
If White is going to stress
his own freedom of speech in

criticizing the paper on stage for
their coverage, then he has to
accept that the newspaper has
the same right of freedom of the
press as long as they don’t libel
and slander White’s name and
character. In this case, White
may have been trying to point
out that The Oklahoma Daily
overreacted, but in doing this,
he really just demonstrated his
own overreaction.
His ad hominem attacks on the
newspaper’s journalistic integrity, which was completely justiﬁed, shows how ill-informed
he is on what a college newspaper should be. White, if you
wanted to sweep this under the
rug, sorry. It looks like you just
drew more attention to yourself,
fulﬁlling popular media’s accusations that you may be a bit of
a prima donna.

Kristen Bryfogle, a Classics and English
major, is in her first year as the Editorin-Chief for The Montclarion.

Main editorials appear on the first page of the Opinion section. They are unsigned articles that represent the opinion of the editorial board on a particular issue. Columns are written by individuals and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of The Montclarion staff.
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A Year in Review

Viva La Vulva:
‘The Vagina Monologues’ expose impressive artists
Kristen Bryfogle
Editor-in-Chief
“As a first time spectator to The Vagina Monologues, I came in with no idea what the
performance would be like, but luckily enough, the Vagina Warriors explained what
exactly the monologues are and where they came from early on in the show. The
monologues were written by Eve Ensler, who based each monologue on interviews
with women of all different ages and backgrounds about their vaginas. 2015 marks
Montclair State University’s 14th year of performing the series.”

Photos Courtesy of Wikipedia.org.

The Enchanting Art of Japan:
The exhibit hits the George Segal Gallery

Theadora LeCour
Entertainment Editor
“The George Segal gallery is currently presenting The Enchanting Art of Japan,
an impressive display of Japanese art originating from ancient traditions.
Art in such media as woodblock prints, ivory sculptures, ink painting and
photography are on display until April 18, 2015. The exhibit features Ukiyo-e
prints and pocket-size netsuke figures.”

Photo Courtesy of montclair.edu.

The Kasser Theater Turns 10
Awije Bahrami
Entertainment Editor
“As some of you may have noticed, the Alexander Kasser Theater was
gloriously lit on the evening of Saturday, Nov. 1. The occasion was the
10th anniversary of the theater’s opening. The theater has been home to 95
world and American premieres as well as specially commissioned performances. Montclair State students have also been lucky to put on more than
350 performances in the theater’s 10-year history.”
Photo Courtesy of montclair.edu.

Euripides’ Play Revels Across Campus:
Successful performances despite low budget
Zachary Case
Chief Copy Editor
“The Department of Classics and General Humanities/College of
Humanities and Social Sciences-sponsored performance of Euripides’
Bacchae was performed in the Kasser Amphitheater on April 23 and 24.
The authenticity of the play was one of the most well-done aspects of the
performance.”

Photo Courtesy of Joanna Madloch.

‘Rent’:
Players rock latest production of ‘Rent’
Kristen Bryfogle
Editor-in-Chief
“Due to the success of Rent’s theatrical run, starting in 1996 and its 2005 film
adaptation, taking on the Jonathan Larson rock opera can be an intimidating
endeavor. The prestige of past productions, coupled with the heavy content
matter of the show, make it a challenge for any theater group to take on. But
Players’ production of Rent, performed over the past weekend, both lived up
to preceding performances and succeeded in recreating the show with its own
personal flavor. The singing and acting were emotive, impeccable and most
importantly, unique to each individual actor and how he or she wanted to
portray Larson’s characters.”
Photo Courtesy of TomRussoPhotography.

Senegal Dancers Bring Wild Adventure
Theadora LeCour
Entertainment Editor
“South African theatre artist and director Robyn Orlin debuted the
American premiere of her latest work, At the same time we were pointing a
finger at you, we realized we were pointing three at ourselves in the Kasser Theater. The vibrant dancers of Compaignie Jant-Bi dance company created a
memorable and unpredictable piece through stories and songs. Walking
over audience members and squashing evil spirits with flip flops were
both equal parts of the fun.”

Photo Courtesy of montclair.edu.
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Graduation Playlist
By The Montclarion Staff
‘Style’ - Taylor Swift
Deanna Rosa, News Editor

‘Pompeii’ - Bastille
Kristen Bryfogle, Editor-in-Chief

‘Ready to Run’ - One Direction
Jayna Gugliucci, Managing Editor
‘Wave’ - Mr. Probz - Waves
(Robin Schulz Remix Radio Edit)
Awije Bahrami, Entertainment Editor
‘Empty Nesters’ - Toro y Moi
Tiffany Saez, Production Editor

‘The Nights’ - Avicii
Thomas Formoso, Sports Editor

‘Riptide’ - Vance Joy
Emily Rovner, Opinion Editor

Photo Courtesy of Wikipedia.org
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Pure Enthusiasm:
‘Hair’ Rocks Memorial Auditorium
Sex, drugs and
rock’n’roll: these are some
of the things that viewers
found in the Department
of Theater and Dance’s
production of Hair, which
ran for the first weekend of
May in Memorial Auditorium. The play has become
infamous over the years
for its atypical narrative
structure, its professions
of free love and, of course,
its nude scene at the end
of Act I. I have to admit
that the rumor of live nudity was one of the things
that attracted me to the
show, but after I watched
the production, I found
out that Hair was so much
more than I was expecting.
It was an extravaganza of
music and emotion and
flower-power atmosphere.
The production was truly
groovy and one of the most
fun shows I have ever been
to.
The best part of
Hair was the energy of
the show. Even before the
production started, a castmember was seated on
stage “criss-cross applesauce,” shirtless, wearing
a Native American headdress while psychedelic
changing lights were projected onto the walls of the
theater. From that point
on, the cast kept the energy of the ‘60s constantly
flowing. Though the show
lacked a standard narrative structure for a musical
and was much more focused on the music rather
than dialogue between the
actors, the music was so
great and passionate that I

Kristen Bryfogle
Editor-in-Chief

Students performing Hair.
felt engaged for the entire time,
even when I was unsure of
where the plot was going or if
there was a plot at all.
One of the interesting
aspects of the show for me as
well was the social critique of
the hippie movement present
in it. The show did embrace the
sex-and-drug infused cultural
moment of peace with songs
about protest, getting high and
making love. However, much
of the dialogue brought into
question whether hippie communes were as utopian as tradition makes them out to be.
Even though hippie culture

Photo Courtesy of Mike Peters.
was all about free love and nonviolence, Sheila and Berger’s
romance criticized the effectiveness of polyamory and showed
that even those who claim that
they are pacifists can become
violent.
The major narrative arc
focuses on Claude’s crisis: to
“grow up” and respond to his
draft call, going to Vietnam, or
to live his loose and free life in
New York. This plot turned out
to be thought-provoking and it
was especially aided by props
like the massive American flag
that was suspended centerstage before the end of the play

and the fall of snow during the
production’s last moments of
the play.
In terms of performance, it was an overall onpoint production. I loved the inclusion of a live and costumed
band on stage, which gave the
vibe that the hippies were making not only their own community, but providing their own
music. The cast’s interactions
with the audience were also a
special addition and helped to
create the psychedelic vibe of
the show. Berger both ran out
into the audience at the beginning and then swung out into

the audience on a rope; the
cast often walked back and
forth from the stage through
the aisles, sometimes even on
the armrests of the audience’s
seats. It was a really interactive performance, especially
at the end when the characters invited viewers to sing
and dance to “Let the Sunshine In” on stage after curtain call. That was one of my
best theater memories and
I’m sure others feel the same
as well.
I have very few critiques for the performance.
When I saw it on May 1 at
7:30 p.m. , the first song of the
second act “Electric Blues”
was unpleasant because of
the intense strobe lights that
were used. They hurt my
eyes and distracted me from
the quality of the actors’ singing. Additionally, the actors who played Sheila and
Claude could have been a bit
stronger. Claude was sometimes hard to hear because
he seemed more soft-spoken
than those who played Berger and Woof, so sometimes
his songs and lines fell a little
flat because they were hard to
hear. Sheila was good overall,
but at times, her solos could
have been stronger.
I came to Hair to get
in on the experience that I
heard so much about and I
was not disappointed. From
start to finish, it was not only
a solid performance in music and acting, but a great
performance in energy from
every single member of the
cast. Here’s to long, beautiful,
shining, gleaming, streaming, flaxen, waxen Hair!

CONGRATULATIONS

CLASS OF 2015
The Montclair State University Bookstore
proudly honors this year’s graduates!

From orientation to graduation,
the Montclair State University Bookstore has
everything a Red Hawk needs to succeed.

Montclair State University Bookstore
Student Center Building | montclairshop.com
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Red Hawk Roundup
Football
8-2
T-1st in NJAC

Field
Hockey
14-5
3rd in NJAC

Men’s
Soccer
17-5
1st in NJAC

- NJAC
Champions
- Reached First
Round
of NCAAs

Indoor
Track &
Field
View specific meet
results on montclairathletics.com

Women’s
Basketball
31-2
1st in NJAC

- NJAC
Champions
- Reached
Final Four
- Finished 3rd in
Division III

Men’s
Basketball
8-17
10th in NJAC

Women’s
Soccer
19-2-2
1st in NJAC

- NJAC
Champions
- Reached
NCAA Sweet 16

Men’s
Swimming
and
Diving
4-9
4th in NJAC
View specific meet
results on montclairathletics.com

Women’s
Volleyball Swimming
and
23-11
Diving
5th in NJAC

5-5-1
3rd in NJAC
View specific meet
results on montclairathletics.com

Men’s
Lacrosse
13-6

- Skyline
Conference
Despite their 2-1 loss to
Champions
D.C. United on Nov. 8, the
NewFirst
York Red Bulls have ad- Reached
vanced to the Eastern ConferRound ofence
NCAA
Finals.
Midfielder Péguy LuyTournament
indula netted the only Red

Bulls’ goal. Luyindula, who
scored once in the Red Bulls’
2-0 win against D.C. United in
the first leg of the conference
semifinals, sent his side to the
conference finals on a 3-2 goal
aggregate.
Inside the six-yard box,
Luyindula slotted a cross from
captain Thierry Henry into the
bottom right corner of United’s
goal in the 57th minute.
D.C. United’s first goal
came late in the first half
when midfielder Nick Deleon
headed a cross from Taylor

Women’s
Womens
Lacrosse Lacrosse
10-6
2nd in NJAC

Outdoor
Track &
Field
View specific meet
results on montclairathletics.com

Baseball
17-18
5th in NJAC

Softball
13-22
T-7th in NJAC
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Now that
you’ve graduated,
why don’t you stay?
Start a career. Define a profession. Build your future.
The Graduate School at Montclair State is the perfect place
to further your education.
n
n

n

More than 100 graduate degree, certification and certificate programs
U.S. News & World Report’s 2014 Best Graduate Schools ranked
Montclair State’s graduate program in elementary education No. 18 in the country
In 2015, the School of Business was again included in The Princeton Review’s Guide
to The Best 296 Business Schools

Apply now: montclair.edu/graduate
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The

Montclarion
SPORTS

WANT TO BE A
SPORTS WRITER?
Cover all the touchdowns, goals,
and everything in between.
Contact MontclarionSports@gmail.com
for more information.
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Bob Ryan Visits Montclair State
‘Boston Globe’ writer visits Yogi Berra Museum

The long-time writer and author discussed many different sports topics with Professor Kelly Whiteside.
Sam Romano
Assistant Sports Editor

The Baker Theater inside
Yogi Berra
Museum and
Learning Center has a manual scoreboard as its backdrop,
with the New York Yankees
playing the Boston Red Sox.
Coincidentally, in the middle
of the floor sat long-term Boston Globe sportswriter Bob
Ryan.
Professor Kelly Whiteside,
who teaches Sports Media
and Journalism on campus,
opened up the panel by quoting Ryan’s own words from his
latest book, Scribe: My Life in
Sports.

“I love sports and I want
people to know it,” said Ryan.
“I’d like to think the word people most associate with me is
‘enthusiasm.’ Give me a good
game and I’ll be happy. As a
fan, I may regret the outcome,
but as a journalist, I’ll appreciate the drama. That’s the way
I was when I was 11, banging
out ‘The Sportster’ and that’s
the way it is today. I strongly
suspect my last words will be,
‘Who won?’”
Ryan loved words from a
young age. His first column,
“The Sportster,” was an 8-by11 typewritten analysis of his
local basketball league. He

was 11 when he wrote the column.
Ryan spoke about his career and some of his favorite
moments and answered questions from the audience. He
was asked about the worst
loss he had ever seen and
about his favorite off-the-court
Larry Bird story. He also talked about one of the chapters
titled “Michael v. LeBron,” a
topic on which everyone has
an opinion.
“Aesthetically, I’d take
LeBron [being a passer], but if
I had to bet my life on it, I’d
take Michael,” said Ryan.
Ryan grew up in Trenton,

Sam Romano | The Montclarion

N.J. “It was a great place
to grow up,” he said. He explained how there were two
different competing newspapers which are still around
today, multiple television stations and competitive high
school sports.
Ryan said his favorite sport
was always baseball, but the
reason he spent most of his career covering basketball was
opportunity.
“You need something to
transport you,” he said. “You
need something to write about
that people are paying attention to [in order to] get yourself known. I had that thing

with the Celtics and I’m grateful that it was basketball.”
The night concluded with
Ryan signing copies of Scribe:
My Life in Sports and shaking
hands with members of the
audience, some of whom were
eager journalism students.
“When I first heard we had
the opportunity to come here, I
was so excited. I want to thank
you all for coming,” he said.
“This really is an important
night for me.”

Return of the Champions
Women’s soccer remembers first NJAC Champions

Jenna Bussiere
Former Assistant Sports Editor

Ten years ago, the 2004
women’s soccer team made
a historical mark on the athletic program by capturing the
first ever NJAC conference
title and taking the team’s
first trip to the NCAA tournament. This year marks the
10th anniversary of that day.
Montclair State students and
alumni celebrated the championship team in remembrance.
As the current women’s soccer team took on Richard Stockton at MSU Soccer
Park on Sept. 27, 11 players
from the 2004 team made
their way to the middle of
the field for a half time ceremony. The alumni athletes
recieved recognition as the
loud speaker called each one of
their names. They clapped and

cheered each other on as they
lined up for a typical pregame
announcement.
Mike Scala, Director
of Sports Publicity at Montclair State, honored the team
by providing their history for
all of the bleachers to hear.
The conference title earned by
this ’04 squad was not an easy
one to tab.
Although the current talent behind Montclair
State’s women’s soccer team
no longer comes as a surprise,
it took hard work for Montclair State to prove themselves
as one of the best in Division
III women’s soccer.
During the mid-2000s,
the women’s soccer team saw
a series of mediocre seasons.
The team held a losing or tying record in ’05, ’07, ’09 and
’10 and only saw one trip to
the NCAA Tournament in the

seven-year span of 2005-2011.
However, the group of athletes
from 2004 made it so they
would always be remembered.
The Red Hawks took
on TCNJ in Ewing, N.J. on
Nov. 6, 2004 for the NJAC conference championship game.
They went into the game as
underdogs. TCNJ had won
every single NJAC championship since the tournament was
established in 1999, including
a 1-0 win over MSU the previous year. However, the Red
Hawks would soon decide five
straight wins in a row were too
many for TCNJ.
Montclair State held
TCNJ to a scoreless regulation
period, forcing the teams to
bring the game into overtime.
After another 30 minutes of
scoreless play, penalty kicks
would untimately decide the
fate of the no. 1 (TCNJ) and

no. 2 (MSU) seeded NJAC
teams.
TCNJ started off the
first round of penalty kicks
with a shot that reflected off
the post, giving MSU a 1-0
lead after Red Hawk Shirah
Oden netted her PK attempt.
MSU
goalkeeper
Kristin
Kuhmann came up big in the
second round of PKs by stopping the Lions next scoring
attempt. Montclair State forward Kelly Dutko, capitalized
off her teammate’s save and
put the ball away, giving MSU
the 2-0 edge over the Lions.
TCNJ would finally
find their way past Kuhmannin durng the third round of
penalty kicks, but it would not
be for long. Montclair State’s
Jess Amendola scored MSU’s
third goal of PKs, leaving TCNJ’s Dana Dibruno in charge
of the Lions’ fate. As if out of

a movie, Kuhmann blocked Dibruno’s shot attempted and solidified Montclair’s first NJAC
title with a 3-1 shootout over
TCNJ.
Along with on-field
honors and recognition, the
2014 women’s soccer team
showed respect to their alumni by defeating Richard Stockton 3-0. The history-making
2004 women’s soccer team has
left a mark that will continue
to live not only in the hearts of
the athletes who played on the
team, but throughout Montclair State athletics and the
women’s soccer program.
This year’s women’s
soccer team has their shot at
TCNJ on Saturday, Oct. 4, in
Ewing, N.J.

Red Hawks Sweet 16 Bound

Women’s soccer advances to Sectional Finals in NCAA Championships
Jenna Bussiere
Former Assistant Sports Editor
The Montclair State women’s soccer team has made
quite a name for themselves in
their run for a national title.
While most college teams hope
for their name to be drawn
during the NCAA selection
show, the Red Hawks have received a bid to the tournament
for three years straight now.
“We never take getting
into the NCAAs for granted,”
said senior forward Francesca
Gibson. “We’re always very excited to find out that we got a
bid and where we get to play
for the first round.”
In 2012, the team saw
the NCAAs for the first time in
seven years and proceeded to
the second round. Last season,
more success was found as

they advanced to the Sweet 16
phase of the tournament and
even hosted the first round.
This year, the path is
set for the Red Hawks to take
an even greater step. They
hosted the first round, where
they defeated Lesly University
in a 1-0 match. After beating
Conneticut College 1-0 a day
later, they once again moved
on to the Sweet 16 round.
“I think this time will
be pretty different,” said Gibson. “We’re all really confident
going into this game. I think
it’s a plus for us that we are
playing Lynchburg because
we’ve played them before and
we know what they’re about.”
In 2012, Lynchburg
was the school to end Montclair State’s run in the NCAA
Tournament. They fell to the

Hornets in a 0-2 shutout that
ended MSU’s season at a 16-23 record.
Gibson talked about how
well the team has been practicing in preparation for a
different outcome this time
around. They have not slowed
down their work ethic since
beating TCNJ two weeks ago
in the NJAC Championship.
The chemistry between the
teammates on this squad may
also be the reason they have
been so productive.
“We’re not just a
team,” said freshmen Daniella
Greco. “We are a family and
we all play for each other. We
don’t yell at each other when
something goes wrong. Instead, we help each other and
give advice.”
The team is well

known across the school for
their pregame antics. When
most teams put on their game
faces and zone into full focus
before kick off, this team likes
to dance, laugh and occasionally preform the YMCA during
their warm-ups.
“Montclair State University women’s soccer is not
like every other school’s soccer program,” said Greco. “We
dance during warm-ups, we
have fun and I would not want
it any other way.”
The team will travel
to Messiah College to take
on Lynchburg this Saturday,
Nov. 22. Winning this game
would make this team the first
in the program’s history to advance to the Elite Eight. A loss
would spell the end of the careers to nine key seniors who

have been the driving force behind this team’s shine to success.

On behalf of The
Montclarion, thank
you for everything
you have written
and good luck in
your career.
- Thomas Formoso
Sports Editor

The Montclarion Sports
montclarionsports@gmail.com
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Best of Sports: 2014-15
Memories to Last A Lifetime
Dan Falkenheim
Assistant Sports Editor

Prior to the season starting,
the women’s basketball team
set their sights on reaching the
Final Four. Fast forward six
months and the Red Hawks
ended their historic season with
a 56-48 victory over Tufts University to secure third place in
the NCAA Division III Women’s Basketball Tournament.
This tournament marked an
end to Janitza Aquino and Melissa Tobie’s stellar basketball
careers and was also an experience to build on for the nine
underclassmen on the team.
Whether it was an end to a career or the first steps as a new
member of the team, this journey to the Final Four is one that
the players and coaches will remember for a long time.
“It’s been an amazing experience,” said Katie Sire, a freshman who starts for the team.
“I mean, being a freshman and
being able to play in the NCAA
Tournament and making it this
far is crazy. It’s not something a

lot of people get to experience.
No matter what happened, we
made the best of it and it was a
great experience.”
Katie Sire, along with Kate
Tobie, was one of two freshmen to start for the Red Hawks
this season. This run has been a
unique experience for all people
involved.
“You know, I’ve never been
to an NCAA Tournament,” said
junior forward Jasmine Brandon. “The reason why I came
to Montclair State is because
I wanted to go to one. Getting
here has definitely been the best
part.”
Sophomore guard Zoe Curtis
also spoke positively of her experience. “The team chemistry
and team bonding, as well as
working with the Special Olympians, has all been awesome,”
said Curtis.
The coaches, as well as the
players, have enjoyed the opportunity. “I think the players
[enjoyed it] most. I love them,”

said head coach Karin Harvey.
“They’re fun on the court and
I love watching them play basketball. I love how smart they
are. We do it together. It’s a
partnership.”
Harvey added, “I’m really
happy [that the team] got to
close our season out on a win
and close out our season playing MSU basketball.”
This tournament will be a
building experience for the
team’s young players. “I think
[it’s] just the feeling of being
here,” said freshman guard Erica Snow, “and always remembering this feeling of accomplishment. I’ll take it and use it
for next year.”
Saturday’s consolation game
victory marked the end to a
tremendous season for the Red
Hawks’ women’s basketball
team. This season is one that
will stay in the minds of everyone involved with the team
and will be a fantastic building
block going forward.

Montclair State celebrates their third
place win.

Thomas Formoso l The Montclarion

Red Hawks Soar to Michigan for Final Four
Mike Panepinto
Former Staff Writer

The Montclair State
women’s basketball team continued to make history this
season. This group led the program to their first ever NCAA
Final Four Basketball Tournament. MSU reached a new single-season record in wins, with
30 so far this year.
The Red Hawks began
their tournament campaign
against the Regis College Pride
on Friday, March 6. Prior to the
match, Montclair State had defeated Regis the previous two
seasons in front of their loyal
fans at the Panzer Athletic Center. Montclair State won yet
again, 78-45. Senior guard/
forward and captain Melissa
Tobie led the Red Hawks with
22 points and 10 rebounds. Senior guard and captain Janitza

Aquino added 14 points for
Montclair State. Sophomore forward Sage Bennett also chipped
in with 10 points.
MSU outscored Regis
36-20 in the paint (+16). The
Red Hawks’ largest lead of the
contest was 40 points. This was
the Red Hawks’ 13th consecutive victory.
Montclair State drew
Stevenson at home in the second round on Saturday, March
7. MSU led by 12 at the end of
the first half and held off a furious Stevenson rally to come
away with a 53-48 win. Melissa Tobie recorded another
double-double with 18 points
and 10 rebounds. Aquino contributed with 11 points. Freshman guard/forward Katie Sire
scored four points and grabbed
11 boards.
MSU went 10-14 from
the free-throw line (71.4 per-

cent). Their stingy defense held
the Mustangs to 36 percent
shooting from the field, including 24 percent in the first half.
This was only Stevenson’s second loss in their last 23 games.
The Red Hawks were chosen to host the Sectional Tournament as well. In the Sweet
16, they were matched up with
Bowdoin College on Friday,
March 13. Montclair won the
close contest, 61-54. Aquino
led all scorers with 17 points.
Melissa Tobie kept her doubledouble streak alive, posting 10
points and 17 rebounds. Bennett made her presence felt with
10 points.
Montclair State’s largest lead
of the contest was 17. Bowdoin
never pulled in front. MSU
was 17-21 in free throws (81
percent). With the win, they
clinched their second straight
appearance to the Elite Eight.

Bowdoin had also made the
NCAA Tournament 14 out of
the last 15 years.
Montclair State played
Salisbury University on Saturday, March 14 at Panzer. The
Red Hawks had beaten the
Sea Gulls previously, 76-54, on
Monday, Dec. 19 in the MSU
Holiday Tournament Championship Game. Salisbury suffered a similar fate and bowed
to the Red Hawks, 68-44. Melissa Tobie was dominant again,
dropping 22 points and pulling
in 11 rebounds. Aquino had
a solid game with 13 points.
Montclair State led by as many
as 24 points during this game.
Tobie achieved a career milestone in the first half
and notched her 2,000th point
at Montclair State. She is currently second in all-time scoring at MSU. The Red Hawks
outscored Salisbury 32-22 in the

lane. Montclair State cashed in
with 29 second-chance points
during the match. They held the
Sea Gulls to 1-15 shooting from
three-point range.
“I think my team has handled
themselves extremely well and
stayed within each moment,”
said head coach Karin Harvey.
“Of course, we have nerves, but
we believe in ourselves and we
have done a good job of playing
each possession, one game at a
time.”
The Red Hawks will take
on George Fox University on
Friday, March 20 at 7:30 p.m.
“We do not know much about
George Fox, but we will do our
homework and be prepared for
the challenge ahead,” said Harvey.

“My time as a staff writer at The Montclarion was a wonderful experience. I was lucky

enough to cover a multitude of different sports during my four years with the paper. The experience was invaluable and if I could rewrite history, this would be one thing I definitely would

not change. I would like to thank all the athletes and coaches that took time out of their days to
send me quotes. Thank you to the parents for the compliments on every article.

Most importantly, a huge thank you to the editors that keep The Montclarion running every

week. Without you guys and gals, none of this would be possible. I’ll take all the techniques

and values that I learned here and carry them with me to my next job. It’s been a pleasure and I
wish the paper and everyone associated with it the best of luck in the future.”

- Mike Panepinto, Graduating Staff Writer

Have a great summer!

